From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Jim/NOUR <LAGESON@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: [4771] 15 meter qrp qso 

Message-ID: <19961120203838 . AAA468@LOCALNAME> 


I just want to let everyone know 15 meters is starting to wake up. I hada 
response to my first CQ, and after that heard a WA7/QRP station calling CQ 
and worked him. This was about 1900Z on 21.060. 15 meters has always been 
one of my favorite bands, and is a great qrp band. Go up there and throw 
out a few CQ's, even if the band sounds dead, u may be suprised. Hope to 
work you. 


73/72's Jim...NOUR QRP -L#799 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: burro <burro@beaches.net> 

Subject: [4776] 15 Meters 

Message-ID: <3292FA6A.4E68@beaches.net> 


Band is open!!!!! Barry WB6LDL 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "KA5T Larry Wise" <lewise@inetport.com> 

Subject: [4804] 15 Meters open... 

Message-ID: <199611210447 .WAA26359@admin. inetport.com> 


Well I had a little success today on 15 too... 
Worked A35RK on 21028 at 2157Z... 
TS450 at 5 watts... 
HF6V vert with about 24 radials, 33 to 150 ft long.. 


Also heard a ZL round table on about 28.490 
around 2300Z... 


Ol Sol's gettin' freckled again..... 


KA5T - Larry Wise - Georgetown, Texas - lewise@inetport.com QRP-L 89 
ex: KN80SG K80SG(1959-1967 MI) W6HED(1967-1968 Ca) W4ZTB(1968-1978 F1) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 


From: adams@chuck.dallas.sgi.com (chuck adams) 
Subject: [4737] 40m beacon 
Message-ID: <199611201223 .MAAQ8763@chuck.dallas.sgi.com> 


Gang, 


Up early and listening on 40m. Hearing the 'F' beacon 
on 7.039+ on the OHR Explorer II. Also hearing DX else 
where on the band. 


Interesting though. I run the VBT on the E2 at 700 Hz or 

so almost constantly. The beacon was under what seemed like 
a BC station or constant AM signal along with some ‘hash' 
that was constant. 


In experimenting I find that with the bandwidth reduced 
the beacon disappears. It was at or slightly below the 
noise level at best at any time, but I was able to hear 
it with the wider bandwith. This again confirms the 
Scientific American article a few years back that signal 
theory and Quantum Mechanics explanation for reception 
of signals just below the noise level is possible and 

is done consistantly. I haven't tried this with the 
DSPs from R/S or WIGR. The desk is crowded enough as 

it is. :-) 


Jim in AK has been sending me SWL reports aperiodically 
on this beacon also. 


So it looks like 40m is now open all night at the 
present time. Winter has arrived. Dec 21 is an artifical 
date anyway. :-) j;-)o 


dit dit AAAN typo 


Now hearing the 'S' beacon about 300 Hz below the 
'F' beacon. Q600UTC 11/20/96 Sounds like F is at 
13 wpm and S is at 20 wom. Guessing here. Maybe 
18 wpm on the S. 


This is first for me I think to hear the S beacon. 
And it is a 559 to 569. Unusually strong. 

SIG 

Chuck Adams (K5FO CP-60) WAS 40m/30m/20m=49/49/50 
EMPS QSOs=109 STATES(w/c)=34/2 DX=0 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: kmih@juno.com 

Subject: [4803] 40M Yagi f/s 

Message-ID: <19961120.201656.6623.3.km1h@juno. com> 


Just the thing to help QRP. 


It is a KLM 40M4 4 el 40M yagi. It is in excellent condx, mostly apart 
and ready to travel. Price is $550. New ones are over $1100 now. 


I was planning to stack this with an existing one but have changed 
interests over the past year. Most of my energies are now aimed at the 
50MHz to 10GHz range. 


This is a SERIOUS antenna. Ive cfmd 301 countries with my other one at 5W 
or less. 


BTW, 1s anyone interested in a 3el 80M Yagi? 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "LSCHAUMB" <lschaumb@dscc.dk> 

Subject: [4736] ARRL info on Computer generated RFI/EMI 
Message-ID: <9610208484 .AA848480282@smtplink.dscc.dk> 


"Dealing with Computer generated RFI/EMI" 

This is the title of a text file you can order from 
info@arrl.org 

by sending a mail with the text: 
send comprfi.txt 


Vy 73 de Lars. OZ1CIX 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: adams@chuck.dallas.sgi.com (chuck adams) 

Subject: [4782] Beacon Search 

Message-ID: <199611202237.WAA10715@chuck.dallas.sgi.com> 


OK, let's get serious. Everyone that has a directional antenna 


on 40m. Start listening on 7.039MHz for the beacon(s) and 
determine it's direction from your QTH. Send me email and 
I will triangulate. I just love this spherical geometry stuff. 


tnx as this is the start of the good distances on 40m for 
the winter time propagation. The band is hot. Stay up late. 
Look for the good DX now. 


gl es cul 


I will also relay the reports to another member of the group. 
SIG 

Chuck Adams (K5FO CP-60) WAS 40m/30m/20m=49/49/50 

EMPS QSOs=109 STATES(w/c)=34/2 DX=0 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Martin Squicciarini <msquicci@vf.1lmms.1lmco.com> 
Subject: [4743] Beacons 

Message-ID: <32932415.7B2@v£.1lmms.1lmco.com> 


What are frequencies of the different beacons (S, F, ??)? 
What is their QTH and time of operation?? 


Martin Squicciarini 73 - NR3Z 
Work -> msquicci@vf.1lmms.1lmco.com 
home -> skitch@resuba.com 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: john andrews <jm165723@eee.org> 

Subject: [4795] Collins Filter Data...... 

Message-ID: <3293AC8D.2019Q@eee.org> 


Hi Gang: 


Was going thru the piles of papers, parts, and "stuff£"(What to keep, 
swap,sell, or toss) and ran up on the Collins Filter catalog. 


Did'nt even know I had it as it was in the old stuff traded for 
months ago. 


Anyhow... If you are looking to ID that old mechanical filter, drop 
me a line with BOTH numbers and will try to tell you the specs from 


Collins. 


72, John- N5INZ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Monte Stark <ku7y@sage.dri.edu> 

Subject: [4802] FOX 

Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.90.961120193443 .5739B-100000@vortex.sage.dri.edu> 


Hi Mark and group, 
Mark did a good job as fox. 
When I got home there was no hint of a fox hunt! Nothing! 


Not even any line noise..... lots of other sigs on the band, 
but no fox or hounds. 


Fixed dinner for the xyl and me....... cleaned things up and 
walked back into the shack and bingo..... a pile of hounds! 
Only took a minute to find Mark and got him on about the 
2nd or 3rd call. 


You were a good Q5 here. The 559 was a real report. With 
that same sig on Monday night, I don't think I could have 
heard you! That's how bad the power line noise was. (If 
that's really what it was!). 


Anyway, thanks for the qso and congratulations on doing 
such a fine job. 


cul, 

73, Ron, 

Mivetcatensaes KU7Y.....ARCI #8829.....Monte "Ron" Stark..... 
....ku7y@sage.dri.edu........... Washoe Lake, Nevada.... 
...-QRP-L #17...ARS #49...NorCal #330..... NRA LIFE..... 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: jdenison@aisp.net (JOEL DENISON) 

Subject: [4761] Fox Hunt? she asked. 

Message-ID: <19961120181543136.AAA84@s1ip8.ts-f£-merrill.caps.maine.edu> 


I waited, I listened and checked out each noise and shadow I saw or 
thought I heard or saw, but still no fox. 

I listened to the static: perhaps it held a clue. I listened to the 
silence to hear what it said, but still no fox. 

All this time my wife watched and wondered: Is he over the edge? 
Will he come back to himself this time? Is this fox thing a hoax? 

It's bad enough he only uses 5 watts when he could use 1500. Surely 
his mental facilities must be dented this time. Static is all he listens to, 
looking for a fox. 

Listen to all the stations that are there! Surely he would enjoy 
chatting with one or two. 

I will count the marbles again, maybe he is short a few! 


God Bless 
Joel 


WA5CVM 

Joel Denison 

81 High street 40 mtr dipole up 40f£t & 80 mtr dipole up 40ft 
Farmington, Maine 04938 QRP ARCI 4066 NEW ENGLAND QRP 467 QRP-L 765 
jdenison@aisp.net 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Doyle, Ron" <doyler@uh2297p01.daytonoh.ncr.com> 
Subject: [4753] Fox Hunts and 40-9ers 

Message-ID: <329340D2@sdcwinb.daytonoh.ncr.com> 


I joined in the big 40-9er fracas last week and managed to make 1 contact 
Thursday night with Bob, WO3B. I Was so surprised I forgot to copy down 
some of the exchange. There was some fading but Bob was pretty well in 
there. I was using a stock 40-9er on 12v putting out about 800mw. It was 
the same one I entered into the Dayton building contest. Talk about serious 
qrpp Bob is trying to classify me as a 'Big Gun' and I can see how he would 
figure that. I was running over times the power he was:) My antenna was 
140 feet of wire as a loop up 20 feet, or so I thought at the time. Over 
the weekend I had to make some roof repairs and my son pointed out that my 
antenna had come down. Sure enough half of it was laying on the roof. I 
figure the roof was soaking up most of my power bringing me down to what Bob 
likes to use.:) Bob was the only one I heard all week. I managed to get 
some calling time in Monday and Tuesday but listened Wed. and Thur. 


That must have been the start of the black hole here in Ohio to open up a 
little ‘cause Monday night at about 03:00 I started hearing pieces of the 


fox hunt. KU7Y's sig improved until I could hear him most of the time. He 
still wasn't moving the Smeter though. I was hearing some of the hunters 
but they were pretty scarce. Ron was picking them off as fast as they would 
call him doing a fine job. I know his goal was 75 contacts but it didn't 
sound like he was going to get there. He was having to call cq some so the 
steady flow wasn't there. I bagged him at just about closing time. Like I 
said earlier Ron was doing a mighty fine job responding to the calls. The 
night ended great. Not only a fox but a new state too. 


Tuesday night came and I new that Dan, KB9JLO was going to try his hand out 
as one of the N/T foxes. They have been more scarcer than even the regular 
foxii. I tuned around and heard pieces of contacts and zeroed in on him at 
7108+. His sig was pretty good and very steady. I was prepared to do 5wpm 
and as I listened I set the ‘puter to 10wpm and he was still doing better 
than that. I think your ready to upgrade Dan. Some of the hunters were 
sending at a pretty good clip. Dan was hanging in there and getting them 
all. 


Now us hunters have it easy. We just find the fox, listen for a couple of 
exchanges and we have all the info we need. Even if the fox is running 
hyper speed we can usually get all we need pretty quickly and if we don't we 
just listen to more exchanges until we do get it. But the fox has it a 
whole lot harder. He has to get the whole exchange in one shot and it's 
different for each contact. Dan was doing great. It kinda sounded like he 
was uSing a straight key. Dan has a good fist, very easy to copy. When I 
get my shot at the fox in Dec. I will be using the ‘puter to send so I can 
concentrate on receiving and filtering out all those calls from the hoards 
of qrpers that will be looking for pelts to hang on their walls. I will not 
be able to concentrate on sending good code and receiving at the same time. 
Just isn't going to happen. I am too brain damaged. (Don, AC5II, you just 
stay quite 'cause you aint any better off). So the computer is the only way 
I will be able to send copyable code. 


Tonight is another fox and I am feeling good. If I can even catch a glimpse 
of him he will be mine. Might just happen too. NY is pretty easy from Ohio 
for me. My hopes are high. Now if that black hole will just stay away for 
a little while longer... 


72 to all es good hunting. 
Ron, N8VAR 


Ron Doyle, N8VAR_ qrp-li# 263 
NCR - Dayton 

Work (513) 445-3179 

Home (513) 237-0790 
<Ronald.Doyle@DaytonOH.NCR.COM> 


Practice Random Kindness and Senseless Acts of Beauty 


N8VAR Foxes = 1.5 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: kbQrol@juno.com (Bradley L Mugleston) 

Subject: [4734] FOX Novice/Tech+ 

Message-ID: <19961119.213203.7591.2.kb0rol@juno.com> 


Dan and Hounds, 


Due to being time impaired I was an hour late looking for the FOX 
tonight. In Colorado there is a lot of digital stuff going on under 
7.110 so I wasn't able to hear anything of the fox. I did hear some 8 
and 9 calls but no FOX. 


At 2:59Z I gave up and answered a call from KJ6MC around 7.105. He 
reported his QTH as San francisco and turned it over to me. I gave my 
report and asked for a repeat (as normal) and he gave his repeat and 
added his QTH was Oakland. Yes I was a little confused then I read what 
I had written and he has sent I AM MOBILE. Started to loose him in the 
digital stuff so I don't know his power but this may be my first 
QRP-QRP/M. 


OK so I still don't have a FOX under my belt, but I do have a possible 
QRP-QRP/M so I'm OK. 


Don't forget I'll be the FOX on November 27th Z. I'm thinking 0230 may 
be a little late for the rest of the country so the time is still in the 
open. I'll let you know in a day or so as I need to check on my 
schedule. 


Gee, I love this game. 

de 

Brad Mugleston - KBOROL 

Colorado QRP Club # 170, QRP-L #316, ARRL 
QTH - Aurora, CO - DM790q 
KBOROL@JUNO.COM 

BMUG@GWL.COM 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: FACMSA@facilities.buffalo.edu (Adams, Mark S.) 

Subject: [4740] FOX TONIGHT! 

Message-ID: <1996Nov20.095300.1483.31826@facilities.buffalo.edu> 


HI GANG, 


Here is my final posting prior to being the fox tonight. May the 
propagation gods be kind. 


What: The QRP-L Foxhunt 

Where: 7.035-7.038 MHz 

When: Wed night from 9-11 EST 
Who: N2VPK 

How: 5W of Pure CW 

Why: Because it's fun!! 


I hope to work all of you this evening. I will be using a Scout Argo 556 
at 5W into both a vertical and W6RCA Triangle Loop. Short skip was in 
last night as I worked Joel in MA (WA1QVC?). 


If I am overwhelmed with calls I may ask for QRZ Call Area. (Sorry, I am 
a newbie on the DX side of the pileups.) 


Good Luck, 
Mark 
N2VPK QRP-L # ???? (Your job to copy tonight) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "W. Daniel, 9V1ZV" <daniel@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 
Subject: [4808] FOX-20 ALERT! Saturday 

Message-ID: <32940677.pandora@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 


This is a QST :-) (I've always wanted to say that) 


NA5K and myself (9V1ZV) will be setting up operation here on a small hill at 
the Fort Canning Park (Singapore) this Saturday. We'll be QRV on 20M and 
will be operating into a dipole hung between trees. The spot is fairly high 
and open enough for East/West paths. Rig will be ARK-20 so we'll be on 
frequency. Output is 5W. We will be operating under my call, 9V1ZV. 


Right now I am thinking of using 14045 MHz +- QRM since 14060 is usually 
busy with digital traffic. This is not finalized so if you guys have a 


better idea, let's hear it quick. 


We will meet at around 0930Z and make our way there. We'll be on the air by 
1030Z if everything goes well. (especially if it does not rain). IF 
propagation is severely bad :-), we have a 15W linear to help out (I know I 
know .... but hey, its all in the name of fun!!!). We hope to operate about 
2 hours. 


Any suggestions are welcome. Hope to catch some of you on air. 


73 de 9V1ZV Daniel 


hmmm.... maybe I should bring the DSP along. 

Ke Se Se sila Ss Th a Sn Ss See ae Ne ee Sn a ae eer ata + 
| Daniel Wee | daniel@pandora.lugs.org.s¢g 

| 9VIZV | danwee@singnet.com.sg | 
| QRP-L #667 | daniel.wee@f516.n600.z6.fidonet.org | 
+------------ +------------------------------------- + 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Rick Zabrodski <zabrodsk@med.ucalgary.ca> 

Subject: [4797] Free food in Vancouver courtesy VE6GK 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.95.961120191541 .14808A-100000@ume> 


breakfast or brunch Sunday am at the Delta Richmond is on me if you can 
find your way there! (November 24th) 


Delta Pacific Resort and Conference Center 278-9611 
I will be there thursday pm thru till Sunday noon 
Leave me a message 


Dr. Rick Zabrodski BSc, MD, CCFP(E) MRO x VE6GK 
Clinical Assistant Professor * NorCal 519 ARCI 7650 GQRP 8329 
Faculty of Medicine, Univ. of Calgary x "Power is no substitute for skill" 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: "David Kreinberg" <kreinbd@ccgate.dl.nec.com> 

Subject: [4766] FS-UPGRADE CODE TAPES 

Message-ID: <9610208485 .AA848525131@smtpgw.ccgate.d1.nec.com> 


Folks: 
Have two code courses for sale: 
1. High Speed Code - By Jerry Ziliak, KB6MT 


(3) 90 minute tapes which introduce the code by 
sending it at a high character speed. Takes you 
from learning each character to copying text in 
increments of 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, and 
23 wpm. I used this in conjunction with computer- 
based practice, W1AW, and on air QSO's to upgrade 
to Extra. 


Admittedly, I hadn't used these too much in my initial 
attempt at upgrading. After really getting serious about 
pushing my speed up, I decided to listen to these 

tapes every day. I have to say that Jerry's method of 
learning the code at higher than normal speed did more 
for my learning to recognize the code at the word level 
instead of hearing individual characters only. For 

me, that was the key to passing Element 1C. 


2. High Speed Code Words - by Jerry Ziliak, KB6MT 


(3) 90 minute tapes which help you recognize common 
words we encounter on the air. He sends word groups 
(i.e. CQ, RST, QTH, NAME, CALL, etc.) in increments 
of 20, 25, 30, and 35 wpm. Then he combines words to 
make short phrases you'd hear on the air (i.e. NAME, 
NAME HR, NAME HR IS, QTH, QTH HR, QTH HR IS, etc.) 
Numbers at high speeds are also covered. 


This one is for someone who already knows the code, but 
wants to bolster their ability to recognize common 
words sent at high speeds. That's what I used it for 
after I got my Extra a while back. Nice for practice. 


Both courses sell new for $19.95 each. I'd like to offer 
them both as a package for $25.00. I will ship to CONUS. 
The tapes are about 2 yrs old, so they are not mint, but 
are still in very good condition. 


If you're interested, or just have more questions, please 
drop me a private message. Thanks. 


73 de Dave NR3E 


Dallas, TX QRP-L #25 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Michael A. Gipe" <mgipe@reliablemeters.com> 
Subject: [4769] FS: IC-730 

Message-ID: <199611202123 .PAAQ6831@mu1ti13.netcomi. com> 


Clearing space and money for more stuff: 
for sale: 


Icom IC730 HF transceiver, with 500 Hz CW filter, excellent condition, with 
original box and accessories, aligned and tested one year ago by ICOM. 


I'm not sure what the current worth is, so will consider all offers, 
insulting or otherwise. 


(AES has one for sale without filter for $489, but that is probably not a 
good data point.) 


Please reply via direct e-mail. 
Thanks, 


Mike K1MG 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: FACMSA@facilities.buffalo.edu (Adams, Mark S.) 

Subject: [4818] FW: Vertical antenna question 

Message-ID: <1996Nov21.095400.1483.32106@facilities.buffalo.edu> 


From: Adams, Mark S. 
Sent: Thursday, November 21, 1996 9:28 AM 
Subject: RE: Vertical antenna question 


Hi Mike and Gang, 


I have a HB vertical for 40M with 4 elevated radials 4' off the ground. 
Raising the radials from the ground to 4' made a HUGE difference in 
performance. 


I also have had two different delta loops to compare to the vertical. On 
about 90% of the signals the vertical is better. This is true for both 
long and short contacts. The vertical is a bit noisier but not enough to 
bother me. The vertical is fed with 130' of hardline and no matching 
transformer so the best SWR is about 1.8:1. It simply works great. I am 
hoping to replace it with a Butternut HF2V or Gap Titan in the spring. I 
will definitely go with a cemented-in above ground tiltover HB mount that 
places the base of the antenna 15-20 up. 


One thing to keep in mind is that many of the DXpeditions use the R7000 
because they are rugged and go together easily (and many times at that). 
Some have suggested that the BNut and GAP will not last if repeatedly 
assembled/disassembled. My gut feeling is that any of these 3 commercial 
verticals would be great given a good high mount away from a house and 
line noise as mine is. 


Oh, lastly, I used the vertical for 90% of the fox QSOs last night. The 
loop was only better on a few QSOs. 


Hope this helps, 


Mark (last nights recovering fox) 


From: mgipe[SMTP:mgipe@reliablemeters.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 20, 1996 2:12 PM 
Subject: Vertical antenna question 


X-Mailer: Microsoft Internet Mail 4.70.1155 
X-Listprocessor-Version: 8.0 -- ListProcessor(tm) by CREN 


I see that a lot of people on the list are using GAP titan vertical 
antennas. Are they any good? How do they compare to competitors such as 
the Cushcraft R-7000? How do they compare to a plain old dipole up ata 
decent height? 


Inquiring minds want to know (and catch more foxes). 


Mike K1MG 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: John Fletcher <johnf@innotts.co.uk> 

Subject: [4763] HB:Digital Norcal 

Message-ID: <199611201923.TAA24007@carlton.innotts.co.uk> 


Hello All! 


I'm experimenting with the PIC16C84 microcontroller from Arizona Microchip. 
I'm not using an assembler; if you want to know a chip inside and out you 
need to grab it by the ones and noughts. 


One possible application would be for a digital frequency display for a QRP 
transceiver such as my NorCal 40. I have a few Siemens DL1414 "intelligent" 
four digit displays which behave like memories with windows; write an ASCII 
character to them and it appears as a symbol on the front. My thoughts are 

along these lines, and I would welcome any comments: 


1. The PIC writes the characters for the frequency to the display. 


2. It then sends a code to an R-2R ladder to generate the appropriate 
voltage for the varicap tuner. 


3. Then it goes into "sleep" mode to minimise current consumption and hash. 


4. Pressing the Up or Down button wakes up the PIC which then changes the 
frequency. 


My NorCal's VFO is surprisingly linear over the range 1 to 5 volts, having 
an average slope of 6675 Hz per volt. An 8-bit D to A converter would give a 
step size of 130 Hz. 

This could be adjusted to 125 Hz or 8 steps per KHz. 


A four digit display can't show the MHz and sub-KHz parts of the frequency 
at the same time, but does that matter? Do we need to know the frequency to 
an accuracy of less than 1KHz, so long as we don't stray out of band? I 
could arrange a sort of "auto repeat" on the Up/Down keys so that holding a 
key down causes whole-KHz jumps of eight steps while blipping the key causes 
jumps of 125 Hz. Would these steps be considered small enough? Analogue RIT 
would still be available. 


OK, it's unconventional, but it could provide a very compact digital tuning 
mechanism which would look much neater than a hand-calibrated tuning scale. 


I'm not a digital-for- the-sake-of-it person, in case you were wondering. 
Any comments, ideas or criticisms? 


72 de John G4EDX 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: JCoote@aol.com 

Subject: [4756] Help- callsign history 

Message-ID: <961120124304_1716374792@emout20.mail.aol.com> 


I would be interested in learning the history of my old calls... WN6AAM, 
(mid 1970's) 
WB6AAM, and my present call W6CJ. 


-Afterthought: 


I've seen email and packet mail on this subject. There appears to be a lot 
of interest. Maybe the time is right for ARRL or some other ham organization 
to set up a historical database so that interested hams could learn a little 
about the name, QTH or other information about the person(s) who held their 
call before. 


Something to kick around. 


73, Jay 
W6CJ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: JCoote@aol.com 

Subject: [4755] Help? match indicators for tuners? 
Message-ID: <961120124302_1552461704@emout18.mail.aol.com> 


I am thinking of building a simple match indicator for an L-network tuner. 


Can anyone suggest a sampler that is not frequency responsive (ex: no reading 
on 2 MHz and bends the needle at 28 Mhz) ? 


I recall seeing a small toroid with 10 or 20 turns. The coax center 

conductor inside the tuner went through the center of the toroid. The toroid 

secondary fed some RF diodes, which drove a DC microammeter or milliammeter. 
I forget if this circuit was flat or frequency responsive. 


I hope to build a meter into a small portable L-network tuner and simplify 
things by eliminating the forward-reverse and cal controls of most "SWR 
meters". 

If my power stays the same and the meter is not frequency responsive, I 
should be able to set the tuner using the sharper response of the "reverse" 
hookup for the "SWR meter".... 


I heard that the L-network cannot be set at false settings which would show a 
good match but deliver little power to the antenna.... So the single meter 
idea should work in this application. 


I would like to hear comments on this. 


73, Jay 
W6CJ_ (ex-WB6AAM) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Ed Pacyna <pacyna@auratek.com> 

Subject: [4770] Help? match indicators for tuners? 
Message-ID: <9611202029.AA03570@galaxy.auratek.com> 


The circuit you describe can be made frequency insensitive over a wide 
band-width, but you need to pay attention to the toroid material, size, 
number of turns (inductance) and turns ratio (power level). 


Your application for adjusting the tuner (using just reverse hookup) is 
do-able and is exactly how the SWR shut-down protection circuits in 
transmitters work. 


Regards, 
Ed, W1AAZ 
> 


>I am thinking of building a simple match indicator for an L-network tuner. 

> 

>Can anyone suggest a sampler that is not frequency responsive (ex: no reading 
>on 2 MHz and bends the needle at 28 Mhz) ? 

> 

>I recall seeing a small toroid with 10 or 20 turns. The coax center 
>conductor inside the tuner went through the center of the toroid. The toroid 
>secondary fed some RF diodes, which drove a DC microammeter or milliammeter. 
> I forget if this circuit was flat or frequency responsive. 

> 


>I hope to build a meter into a small portable L-network tuner and simplify 
>things by eliminating the forward-reverse and cal controls of most "SWR 
>meters". 

>If my power stays the same and the meter is not frequency responsive, I 
>should be able to set the tuner using the sharper response of the "reverse" 
>hookup for the "SWR meter".... 


> 

>I heard that the L-network cannot be set at false settings which would show a 
>good match but deliver little power to the antenna.... So the single meter 
>idea should work in this application. 

> 

>I would like to hear comments on this. 

> 

>73, Jay 

>W6CJ (ex-WB6AAM) 

> 

> 

> 
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From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: sassoli@iiiwh10.settimo.italtel.it 

Subject: [4806] HOW TO KILL THE MHz? 

Message-ID: <9611210831.AA11603@ic8u32.settimo.italtel.it> 


Hi, I built a 14 MHz VFO that want to use in a QRP 20 mt rtx. 


I also have a very small low frequency four digits counter that I'd 
like to use in this rtx. 


My idea was to use it to read only the hundreds, tens and unity of Kilohertz 
but don't know how to do this; I'm not interested in the MHz (as I know 
the VFO is working at 14...). 


Using a prescaler obviously is not the right way because I would obtain 
anyway the MHz reading. 


So, does anyone have some suggestions on how to "eliminate" the MHz reading? 


I remember I read something years ago on a Ham magazine but can't 
remember where (of course!). 


Thanks to all and 73 de Paolo IK2LNH. 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: kbQrol@juno.com (Bradley L Mugleston) 

Subject: [4805] I got a FOX 

Message-ID: <19961120.210411.9911.1.kb0rol@juno.com> 


I Got A Fox, He was just sitting there showing off his majestic coat and 
I got him - OK it took a few shots but I got him. 


Scouts got delayed tonight so I turned on the radio (Explorer II) tuned 
it to where I thought 7.112 might be and heard CQ CQ CQ FOX... I nearly 
died - there it was A FOX and I wasn't even sitting down or ready or 
anything. I dumped my son out of my chair (its OK he is 17 and can 
nearly beat me up) and sent my call. Didn't think he could hear me but 
after a few tries he returned a shot, he was mine. 


Brad Mugleston - KBOROL 

Colorado QRP Club # 170, QRP-L #316, ARRL 
QTH - Aurora, CO - DM790q 
KBOROL@JUNO.COM 

BMUG@GWL .COM 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Sterling <slombard@primenet.com> 

Subject: [4745] I just got my kit! 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSI.3.95.961120082201 .23938D-100000@usr07. primenet.com> 


Yay! I just got my Small Wonder-30! Pretty soon you'll be hearing me 
tear up the band! 


Wish me luck! :-) 


-Sterling W. Lombard (KB7JTZ) 


http://www. primenet.com/~slombard 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Glenn Jones <JONES_GL@4j.lane.edu> 

Subject: [4757] I need schematics... 

Message-ID: <B1LO6ZWOUEHKOR*/R=4INET/R=AXPA1/U=JONES_GL/@MHS.lane.edu> 


Does any one have schematics for a 15-m QRP transciver? it doesnt matter what 
kind but vfo is preferable to xtal 


thx 
73 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: JessQRP@aol.com 

Subject: [4809] I'll be "camping" Rocky Mountain National Park Alert 
Message-ID: <961121072220 _ 229478124@emout06.mail.aol.com> 


Hi all, 


As usual this time of year, I will be heading to the YMCA camp near Rocky 
Mountain National Park this weekend. I will be roughing it in the cabin and 
doing without such neccesities as TV and cable. I will be QRV from Friday 
night about 0700 pm until about 1000 am Sunday morning. Equipment will be the 
OHR 400, modified St Lois vertical, and a 100 foot zepp fed with twinlead, 
and the MFJ-971 tuner. I don't know if the cabin we have this year will have 
any live appendages near by (trees) for hanging the zepp, but there usually 
are. 

I look forward to hearing you on the bands this weekend, in between swimming, 
roller skating, hiking, eating, sleeping and reading ;-) 

Operating frequencies will be the usual qrp freqs for 80, 40, 30 and 20 
35060 in eves 

7040 eves and nights 

10116 late afternoons and early morning 

14060 days 

I also am in the habit of rising early and operating on 80, 40 and 30 meters 
a couple of hours before the local sunrise, anywhere from 0500 am local to 
Q700 am local MST. No set schedule but I will be on alot. 


Best 72 


Jess NOTFI (Rocky Mountain High Mobile) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Jim & Nancy <LAGESON@worldnet.att.net> 

Subject: [4772] Mint set 

Message-ID: <19961120204149 . AAA1641@LOCALNAME> 


FLASH! ! 


The 1996 mint sets are now in. They come in two styles this year, a hard 
cover version which cost $39.95, and a soft cover version which is $16 
bucks. Let me know if you want one. 


It's snowing here now, coming down pretty good, but don't think we will get 
to much. Any dead deer laying in the backyard yet??? Email back soon, 
Nancy loves getting mail 


See ya, Jim/ NOUR 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: wylde@nccn.net (P. Grover Cleveland) 

Subject: [4786] Mint sets 

Message-ID: <v02130500aeb93f241636@[205 .139.74.167]> 


I think that $39.95 is a lot of money to pay for Altoids, no matter how 
desperate you are for a 49er case. 


Grover K7TP 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Laura" <sputnik@imt.net> 

Subject: [4775] My Fox Poem 

Message-ID: <199611202126.0AA15765@cu.comp-unltd.com> 


Thanks to everyone on the list who said such nice things about my poem. It 
really made me feel good! Happy hunting!! 


73 de KJ7UN 


Laura 


Laura Marino Lubner 

Reese Creek Montana USA 

sputnik@imt.net 

homepage: http://www.imt.net/~sputnik/kj7un.htm 
GHRC / ARRL / MARC / QRP-L # 790 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: k£2ph@juno.com (Nick Franco) 

Subject: [4732] No Monday Fox but N/T Tonight! 
Message-ID: <19961119.234308.9166.1.kf2ph@juno. com> 


Last night was a bust. I didn't hear hunters or Ron (Fox) - zip. That's 
OK though, I'm used to it here in the famous RF hole of Long Island. 

I've been busy the last couple of weeks doing some house renovations, 

but I don't have one Fox pelt for the wall yet this season (or didn't 
until tonight). 


Tonight I came down into the shack with drying spackle compound on my 
hands and check the time. Hmmm! Maybe if I put some of that fox scent 
on me the fox won't smell the spackle compound coming his way. My NW40 
is still dead and I haven't had the time to look at it so it's the Icom 
728 or nothing. I hate to use such a big weapon for such a small tender 
critter, but it's all I got and I'm a desperate man. 


I loaded my weapon into my Butternut vertical hoping it was not overkill 
and I'd skip over Illinois but that the only antenna I have at the 

moment too. Man, I'm in pretty sad shape, can't wait for the house to 

be finished so I can get back to some serious hamming. Anyway, I 
listened up on 7.112 - nothing ! So, I start coming down a little and 
there on 7.110 I hear a fox style exchange clear as a bell. I fine tune 
my sights and decide not to take any chances. I bring up the heavy amo - 
4 watts instead of my usual 2w. 


At the end of the first part of the exchange I expected the fox to be 
unheard and I was really hearing a hunter and everything was for naught. 
Not so ... The fox was the loud signal for a change. Well what do you 
know. He call CQ - just daring me to fire. How could I resist when he 
stuck his head up above that log like that. I came at him with a 
straight key - slow and deliberate - with all 4 watts. I heard other 
shots in the background. I saw him falter a little but wasn't sure if 
it was my shot that winged him or not yet. I listened ... K4 (Oh No) 
2 dit dit dit dit dit (wait a minute) KF2PH de KB9JLO (Yes, I got 
him). We completed the exchange and I bagged my first fox of the season 


and it was a 5 pounder too - Not bad. Thanks Dan! Good work! 

I'll sleep well tonight. Maybe my luck is changing. Look out Mark - I 
got my hunting clothes on for tomorrow night. I could use a little 
Buffalo meat :-) 


72 all, 
Nick - KF2PH 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: nskousen@scientech.com (Niel Skousen) 

Subject: [4751] Novice Fox Tonite - Wed. 

Message-ID: <v02140b00aeb8e640120d@[198.60.85.220]> 
Gotta see if I can break the 15 QSO level tonite !!!! 
See you there ! 


==== Novice/Tech+ Fox ===== 


WA7SSA Niel Skousen 


Wed. 11.20.96 7:00-9:00pm MST 
Thur 11.21.96 0200-0400 UTC 
FREQ 7.112 +/- 

RIG FT-757 @ 3.5w 

ANT Inv.V @ 28 ft, legs E-W 

QTH Idaho Falls, ID 

QRP-L 4119 


* Standard N/T code speed warning ... 


x Patience is a virtue (especially for you 40wpm+ CW ops on N/T Fox nite. 


TNX es GL 

73 

Niel 

Niel Skousen; S.Eng, SCIENTECH.SPG nskousen@scientech.com 
208.525.3742, FAX 529.4721 Idaho Falls ID WA7SSA  QRP-L.119 
Zaire ores cts eee cece cess ee cose rors os DN33wm- . . . --- 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 


-) 


From: FACMSA@facilities.buffalo.edu (Adams, Mark S.) 
Subject: [4810] Official Fox Soapbox 
Message-ID: <1996Nov21.072308.1483 .32066@facilities.buffalo.edu> 


Hi Gang, 
(The log will be posted by about 5PM eastern today) 


What a fantastic treat it was to be the fox! Propagation was good for 

the first hour but the second hour was the pits. I should have chosen 
8PM EST for the start, my QSO count would have been almost double. At any 
rate here are some observations: 


x I had this idea that previous foxes were playing favorites and 
listening for CA and TX stations to fuel the fire of the Fox World 
Series. I said going in that I would have an open ear. Well, that idea 
was laid to rest quickly. With the buzz of signals I certainly could not 
pick out specific TX and CA stations for preferential treatment. The guys 
who got into my log each had a technique that worked. Call loud, late, 
early, high, low or whatever. 


* I do not think that I worked anyone east of my QTH! I called QRZ 1, 2 
and 3 but got nothing back. Hmm... 


* Groundwave was in good as I worked most of the Buffalo QRP Connection. 


* I was going to use the computer for logging and sending but could not 
get the interface to work. I decided on computer logging only. But after 
trying to log the first Q on the computer my nerves gave out and I went 
to pen and paper. This computer stuff takes LOTS of practice. 


x The hunters are quite the experienced group. Once I called a hunter the 
pileup went silent. That was nice. Led to few repeats. Also, when I got 
calls wrong, those folks new who they were and corrected me. Only once 
did I botch a call so badly that the rightful owner could not identify 
him/herself. 


* Thanks to Linda, KE5TF, for my first QRP/YL contact! 


I am sure there will be more and I will pass it along later with the 
logs. Thanks again for a great time. 


72, Mark N2VPK QRP-L 314 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: wa5whn@juno.com (Jay D Miller) 

Subject: [4750] QRP TTF NORCAL Style ('97) 
Message-ID: <19961120.093522.4551.0.wa5whn@juno.com> 


Chuck, 


I can sure tell that you are a Native Texan. You are not in tune with 
the California Crowd. Did You read any of Shirley McClaine's Books ? 
They (Californians) had all known each other in past lives, and they 
communicate with each other, by tuning into the Earth. Let's see, will a 
SW-40 & Sierra work in a Tachyon Field, ah, I have the answer, before I 
had asked the question :-) . BTW, Shirley now lives in Northern NM, so 
that She can be in tune, with the Earth. (OK, how is this done ? 
ELF/VLF/ULF ?? ) ;-) 


Ref: "QRPp", Sept. 1996 issue, page 53, quoting KI6DS "Next Year, 
plan on the fourth weekend in April again." My calendar shows that the 
Ath weekend is April 26, 1997. If that is incorrect, WU7F & KI6DS can 
correct this for us. 


Oh, so many places to operate from, in New Mexico; Ghost Ranch-Northern 
NM, Socorro - near NAS5N's QTH (Siting by Officer Zamora), the (alledged) 
debri field for the "Crash Site" in 1947, Dulce, Cimarron @ the St. James 
Hotel (Ghost Story), Old Highway 6 & the Rio Puerco (2,500+ year old 
tablet, enscribed by someone who had passed through there, from the 
ancient Mediterranean area), Apache Kid Grave Site (Apache Peak) -San 
Mateo Mtns., yep, too many places. 


Now in 21D (21 dimensions) de WAS5WHN (A little "Superstring" humor). 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Mike Siegel" <ki6épr@msn.com> 

Subject: [4754] QTTF: Expanding our horizons 
Message-ID: <UPMAILO5.199611201740400216@msn. com> 


Well Gang, we need to give some serious thought to expanding our horizons with 
QTTF. So far, it's all been single/single, or multi/single. So if QRP is the 
big deal that we all claim it to be, how about doing some minor restructuring 
on some of our own contests. 


Why not allow multi/multi for QTTF this year? At a minimum, we ought to take 
Chuck's idea of running separated teams for combined scores. 


Give ti some thought, anyway... 


72/3, Mike KI6PR 
El Rancho R.F., CA 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "W. Daniel, 9V1ZV" <daniel@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 
Subject: [4817] Radiokit-20 built, for sale 
Message-ID: <32946d37.pandora@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 


Hi all, 


I have a Radiokit-20 built, working and for sale. This rig is the single 
board design built into a Ten-Tec case with switchable audio filter. It is a 
very small rig. I want to sell this to make some money for new toys. So, if 
US$70 sounds good to you, then drop me a line. This is excluding shipping of 
course but if you answer quick (before Saturday) we can arrange something. 
The rig is in full working condition and I just aligned it. It works well, I 
suppose. Made a couple of QSO's with it but never really used it all that 
much. It puts out 5W on 20M. 


73 de 9V1ZV Daniel 


p.s. As usual, price is negotiable. 

Kress See SSS ee ee Se eee See Se ee ee + 
| Daniel Wee | daniel@pandora.lugs.org.s¢g 

| 9VIZV | danwee@singnet.com.sg | 
| QRP-L #667 | daniel.wee@f516.n600.z6.fidonet.org | 
+------------ +------------------------------------- + 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Frank G3YCC" <g3ycc@enterprise.net> 

Subject: [4758] Remember the Lattin Antenna? 
Message-ID: <199611201812.SAA25013@mail.enterprise.net> 


Described in ye olde Ham Antenna book by JA Stanley (pub 1963), this is a 5 band 
dipole with no traps and not using the nest of dipoles idea. Seems to 

me the answer to all our prayers for a multibander. 

I'll draw it out and put it on my web site if enough people are 

interested. Perhaps we ought to give it a go, just think five bands, 


low SWR on all and no '‘lossy' traps.... 

respondez s'il vous plait! 

72/3 

Frank G3YCC GQRP 042 QRP-L#348 

QRP Web pages: http://homepages.enterprise.net/g3ycc/ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Richard Fisher <ki6ésn@pe.net> 

Subject: [4801] Results: ARS' TFR Challenge (long) 

Message-ID: <Pine.GSO.3.95.961120181556 .26813A-100000@magnolia> 


The Adventure Radio Society's "TFR Challenge" spurred five designers to 
take a run at packaging radios specifically for use in rugged and, at 
times, awkward field conditions. 


The results of their work is nothing short of remarkable -- both 
individually and collectively. We are honored here to present a 
preliminary report on their innovations, and to name winners in a random 
drawing for an Oak Hills Research "Explorer II" transceiver, a QRP Club of 
New England "NE 30-40" transceiver, a Wilderness Radio "KC-1" displayless 
frequency counter/memory keyer, and two Radio Shack audio Power Amplifier 
Module kits. 


The challenge, first announced in August on QRP-L, asked builders to 
consider repackaging an existing transceiver in a way that will make it 
excellent for use on the trail or to design a radio from the ground up 
using trail-friendly technology and packaging. Challengers had until Nov. 
15, to submit their operational designs. 


In posing the challenge, ARS asked: "Is it necessary that ALL controls and 
connections -- headphone, key, power and antenna jacks -- be on (a) 
horizontal plane? Experiment and let us know. What about waterproofing and 
dust covers? Should the radio float? Are sharp corners a problem? Can 
antenna tuning units, keys, keyers, batteries, speakers and other 
accessories be practically packaged with a transceiver to form a ‘complete 
station’ lightweight TFR design? You decide." 


Decide, they did. Following is a brief description of each of the designs. 
Color photographs and the complete text of the papers accompanying each of 
these works will be posted soon on ARS' web site: 

http: //members.aol.com/adradio/index.html 


Bill Jones, KD7S, of Sanger, CA: 


Using a scratch-built New England 40-40 transceiver as a foundation, Bill 
designed a TFR unit mounted between brackets allowing it to rotate to the 
line of sight of the user -- no matter what that angle might be. Whether 
the operator is sitting at a picnic table, laying flat on the ground or 
stratling a log, the front panel of the "TFR-40," as Bill calls it, can be 


easily positioned for the operator's ease. The removable brackets -- on 
either side of the rig's enclosure -- "elevate the radio sufficiently to 
allow it to swivel through a 90-degree arc . . . All controls are 


sufficiently recessed to protect them from damage during transport and 
operation." Bill's homebrew enclosure and support brackets are made from 
three-sixteenths inch ABS plastic "which results in a very strong case." A 
large, recessed front panel dial (fronting a 6:1 reduction drive) features 
a backplane made from a piece of glow-in-the-dark plastic. "A two or three 
second blast from a flashlight will yield 15-20 minutes of dial 
illumination in a darkened tent or inside a sleeping bag." A built-in 
storage compartment houses the brackets and there are snap-on covers for 
the front and rear panels. "Being a Spartan rig doesn't necessarily mean 
it is totally devoid of convenience features," Bill writes. "For example, 
it has built-in battery reverse polarity protection. The transceiver can 
be operated from a variety of power supply options, including a voltage 
regulated solar panel." While Bill's TFR-40 hasn't been to the mountains 
yet, he did use it “at home to compete in the (ARS) October Spartan 
Sprint. Instead of sitting on the operating desk, I placed the rig ona 
small plastic table at about knee height. The enclosure was angled so I 
could see and adjust the controls easily. At the same time, the battery 
connections, key line and antenna lead were securely connected to the back 
of the cabinet well out of the way." 


Peter Simpson, KA1AXY, Southborough, MA: 


Peter built a modified Forty-9er transceiver into an Ethernet transciever 
enclosure. He replaced the original box's front and rear panels with 
pieces of sheet aluminum. "It weighs maybe a pound, has rounded edges and 
slips neatly into my pack." The circuit is principally the stock design, 
however some modifications featured in posts on QRP-L were incorporated. 
The VXO tuning capacitor, C6, was mounted at right angles to the circuit 
board, "using the ground etch that runs around the periphery of the board 
as a tie point for the rotor connection, and tying the stator to the 
flying lead of RFC6. This gave the cap a solid mounting, and allowed me to 
extend the shaft with a piece of hobby brass rod. The Forty-9er PCB is 
attached with four small bolts to a larger piece of copperclad PCB 
material cut to the size of the former inhabitant of the (Ethernet 
transceiver) enclosure. I call this the 'carrier' board. . . The whole 
assembly slides into the slots in the enclosure and two screws hold it 
together." Peter says the battery seems to last a long time, "so it 
shouldn't be necessary to disassemble the unit in the field, but I used 


slotted screws just in case. There's enough room in the case to tape a 
Spare screw inside, should one get dropped." 


Cam Hartford, N6GA, Claremont, CA: 


Cam writes that for a year he had been formulating a rig to put in a box 
he'd found at a swap meet. "I was having trouble finding a way to mount 
all the controls on the front panel and all the connectors on the back, in 
traditional table-radio fashion. The TFR concept gave me the freedom -- 
and the idea -- to mount the controls wherever I pleased. Suddenly the 
parts fit, and the idea became a radio. Inside is everything one needs to 
get on the air, minus headphones and antenna. The transceiver is an NE 
40-40 interfaced with a KC-1 to give frequency read out and keyer 
functions. A single-band, modified Z-match (antenna tuner) from the 
portfolio of Charlie Lofgren, W6JJZ, along with an absorptive bridge SWR 
circuit (built inside) provide matching to any random trailside antenna. 
For power, a 10 pack of AA batteries is included. To key the rig, a set of 
Galbraith paddles mount (into a specially-made slide-in boot) on the top 
of the box. Because of the size and shape of the box (and) the mounting 
location of the paddles, the box provides a place to rest your hand while 
keying. While sitting on the ground, a log, a canoe seat or the seat of a 
car, you can set the rig on your lap and be very comfortable as you 
operate." Cam positioned the main tuning control (a 10- turn pot), the RF 
gain control and the KC-1 control on the top surface of the box, close to 
the keyer paddles. The tuner controls, "which don't need to be accessed as 
often," are mounted on the back panel "out of the way of operations." The 
radio can rest comfortably in the operator's lap while on the air. Cam 
reports using his all-inclusive unit during parts of QRP ARCI's 1996 Fall 
QSO Party with success. "This is going to be a fun radio to pack around." 


Mike Michael, W3TS, Halifax, PA: 

"IT wanted the smallest case possible," wrote Mike, in describing the 
packaging of his TFR NE 40-40 transceiver. "I also wanted to have a 
package that would lie flat in front of me on the operating table, or 
picnic table, or on the ground or on my lap. I took a BUD CU-2105B 
5X4X3-inch MINI BOX and cut it down to three-quarters of an inch high. 
This is not much larger than a cassette storage case. I am right-handed, 
so I put the tuning pot on the lower right hand corner of the top half and 
the RF attenuator control on the lower left corner of the top half. I put 
the power, antenna, and key input connectors on the upper right side of 
the top (and) a stereo earphone connector on the right side of (the top 
of) the case. There are no other controls on the sides or back of the 
enclosure." He rounded off the sharp corners of the box with a file. 
Mike's keyer is separate and self contained, has its own 9-volt battery 
and simple paddle. It is "as light as possible to reduce the carrying 


weight, so I have to hold it down to keep it in place during use. This 
seemed like a good tradeoff instead of carrying a lot of dead weight. This 
also works if your are lying on your stomach in a small tent trying to 
stay dry and operating at the same time." Mike says he didn't waterproof 
his TFR radio: "If it gets wet, I just slide the back off and shake out 
the water and lay it in the sun to dry." 


Bob Edwards, W4ED (formerly AE4CA), Stone Mountain, GA: 


Bob offers what he describes as "a common sense approach to an operating 
laptop surface for use on the trail. It is useful for operators sitting on 
a chair, camp stool, sitting on the ground, or sprawled out prone ona 
blanket." His design incorporates an inexpensive 9X12-inch plastic covered 
folding portfolio, an 18-inch long, half-inch aluminum spar and two 1-inch 
"C" clamps. The spar's edges are de-burred and rounded. "Field assembly is 
a simple matter of opening the portfolio, then placing the aluminum spar 
just under the far edge." The "C" clamps are used to tighten the spar to 
the portfolio, making a rigid operating surface. The operator's key or 
keyer paddle can be afixed to the operating surface under one of the "C" 
clamps, regardless of whether the operator is right- or left-handed. The 
rig is positioned opposite the key or keyer paddle. While 21-inch "C" 
clamps were used in his design, Bob says smaller clamps would certainly 
suffice. "One side benefit is having two 'C' clamps on the trail -- you 
never know!," Bob wrote, adding that "the portfolio is a natural place to 
store log sheets and a pencil." Bob's technical paper also includes data 
on a dual-band wire vertical for 20 and 40 meters "designed to be carried 
in a backpack with quick set-up and take down by one person." (Complete 
details on this antenna will be featured on ARS' web site.) 


As promised, a random drawing was held as ARS' way of saying thank-you to 
designers taking on the "TFR Challenge." Here are the results: 


-- Bill Jones, KD7S: QRP Club of New England "NE 30-40" 30-meter 
transceiver kit 


-- Bob Edwards, W4ED: Wilderness Radio "KC-1" displayless frequency 
counter and memory keyer kit 


-- Mike Michael, W3TS: Radio Shack audio Power Amplifier Module kit 


-- Cam Hartford, N6GA: Oak Hills Research "Explorer II" 40-meter QRP 
transceiver kit 


-- Peter Simpson, KA1AXY: Radio Shack audio Power Amplifier Module kit 


Each of these radio amateurs' design papers and photographs are being 
forwarded to an ARS review committee consisting of Russ Carpenter, AA7QU; 


Wayne Burdick, N6KR; and Mike Herr, WA6ARA. Certificates of merit 
recognizing particularly notable innovation will be awarded and announced 
on QRP-L following their review. 


On behalf of the Adventure Radio Society, sincere thanks to these 
designers for their fabulous innovation, for the tremendous time and 
effort they expended in research and development, and for sharing their 
wonderful, clever and useful ideas with the QRP community. 


If you're interested in becoming a member of the Adventure Radio Society, 
please contact me at: KI6SN@aol.com 


Vy 72, 


Richard Fisher, KI6SN 
ARS No. 3 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: lve1@inel.gov (Larry V East) 

Subject: [4790] Schematic/PCB Software 

Message-ID: <2.2.16.19961120234442 .1317776e@eloi> 


Has anyone had experience with WinDraft or WinBoard ($30 packages sold by NTE)? 
I would like info on ease-of-use and file formats supported. (e.g., can you 
import a schematic created by WinDraft into a Word document?) 


72, Larry W1HUE/7 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Scott Rosenfeld NF3I <ham@w3eax.umd.edu> 

Subject: [4777] Sweeps 15m QSOs 

Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9611201520.A10322-0100000@w3eax.umd.edu> 


Anyone who worked Sweepstakes over the past 2 weekends can tell you that 
15m is definitely open during the days. 


>From MD, it was wide open for the long, cross-country haul - WA, OR, MT, 
WY, ID, etc. Oddly enough, not too much of an opening into California, 
but the Pac NW was very solid - and I worked a good string of QRP 
stations during the CW portion. 


The 6 element beam at 100' didn't hurt, but the prop. was there. 


*x Scott Rosenfeld NF3I Burtonsville, MD FM19mc QRV 80-10/6/2/440 x 
xxx 6m 75 grids worked on 8 watts *** HF 138 cfimd * QRP-L #147 xxx 
**x QRP ARCI #9054 xx DXCC/WAS/WAC xxx 100% dipole powered HF/6m xx 
* 301-549-1022 h / 301-982-1015 w *** 145.490- 147.225+ PL 156.7 x 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "chris" <guardianone@mvtel.net> 

Subject: [4785] thanks, 49er,good site,etc. 

Message-ID: <9611202249 .AA29384@host.ot.centuryinter.net> 


tnx to robert a schill and robert g seymour for welcoming me to the ar qrp 
club, i look forward to many hours of fun as i learn more about qrp. 


in my surfing the many many qrp pages i found one of great interest, to 
myself, anyway. it was part of the "“knightlite" 

technical page. i found the schematic,parts layout,parts list,pcb layout, 
for the 49er!! i know to some this is a real yawn but being new to qrp 
articles such as this is not easy to find. it also comes with a mods list. 
thanks to bob wOlk, soon i will be well on my way to constructing my first 
qrp rig. if any one has any more sites with such a wealth of information 
please pass it on!! 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: RobCap@aol.com 

Subject: [4787] Transistor Cross Ref on the WWW 
Message-ID: <961120182021_1420227146@emout09.mail.aol.com> 


When I posted a question to QRP-L looking for a Heath transistor 
substitution, John Nystedt was kind enough to point me to a seminconductor 
cross reference site on the world wide web. The site is maintained by the 
NTE. 


To access the site, use the following address, and go to the top button on 
"Product Information". Here's the site: http://www.nteinc.com/ 


Check it out. You simply type in a semiconductor device, and it calls up the 
cross reference with specifications! It's a great asset, and would be worth 
including in ham cross links. 


133 


Rob, W3DX 
a.k.a. (formerly) WA3ULH 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: lvel@inel.gov (Larry V East) 

Subject: [4765] USPS Recognizes QSL Cards 

Message-ID: <2.2.16.19961120194418 .13171cac@eloi> 


I was reading a USPS booklet on international postage rates and noted the 
following under the description for "Small Packets": 


"This class is also used for sending audio and video tapes ... and QSL cards." 


Gee folks, official recognition by the U.S. Postal Service! Wonder who [in 
the US] besides the ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau send Small Packets of QSL 
cards? Maybe big-time DXers send direct to other QSL bureaus. (?) 


72, Larry W1HUE/7 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Frank G3YCC" <g3ycc@enterprise.net> 

Subject: [4759] Valves, tubes, info 

Message-ID: <199611201812.SAA25084@mail.enterprise.net> 


Check my web page for a link to a new valve based homepage, or go 
direct: 


http: //www.xs4all.nl/~tgale/valves.html 


Valves... what are they? Oh, yes, things that you have in water 
systems... 


Semicunductors? Used to collect fares on ‘buses, chopped in two... 
ES) 

Go on, smile! 

72/3 


Frank G3YCC GORP 042 QRP-L#348 
QRP Web pages: http://homepages.enterprise.net/g3ycc/ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Michael A. Gipe" <mgipe@reliablemeters.com> 
Subject: [4780] Vertical antenna question 

Message-ID: <199611202319.RAAO9386@mu1ti13.netcomi. com> 


I see that a lot of people on the list are using GAP titan vertical 
antennas. Are they any good? How do they compare to competitors such as 
the Cushcraft R-7000? How do they compare to a plain old dipole up ata 
decent height? 


Inquiring minds want to know (and catch more foxes). 


Mike K1MG 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Scott Bauer <ke3nv@erols.com> 

Subject: [4800] Wanted un-built HW-8,9 

Message-ID: <199611210230.VAA08537@smtp1.erols.com> 


If anyone has, or knows of someone that has an un-built 
HW-8 or HW-9, I will pay dearly for it. 


My plans are to build it, not re-sell it. 


Thanks for any tips, 72 Scott 


Fists 1502, ARCI 8804, G-QRP 8773, Nor-Cal 1094, NE 348, AR-QRP 27 


Scott Bauer W3CV ( formerly KE3NV, N3RQU ) QRP nut SWL 
CW Operators QRP Club # 484 ( Australia ) Grid FM-19, Odenton, MD 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Frank G3YCC" <g3ycc@enterprise.net> 

Subject: [4791] Web info 

Message-ID: <199611210005.AAAQ8333@mail.enterprise.net> 


Lattin antenna - now online 

The R551n receiver mentioned is available in the UK apparently from 
surplus resources and is a Redifon HF Rx, covering 10khz - 30mhz, 
filters etc etc. Details on the homepage. 

More UK links added tonight (Wednesday) . 

Cheers. 

72/3 

Frank G3YCC GQRP 042 QRP-L#348 

QRP Web pages: http://homepages.enterprise.net/g3ycc/ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Scott Bauer <ke3nv@erols.com> 

Subject: [4799] What else fits in a Altoids tin 
Message-ID: <199611210222.VAAQ6950@smtp1.erols.com> 


OK, I missed out on the 49er kit. Guess I waited to long. 


I wonder if anyone else has a kit that will fit into an Altoids 
tin. Ill take two of them. 

I heard of such a kit but forgot who made it. Any tips? 

Does anyone have an un-built 49er for sale? 

72, Scott 


Fists 1502, ARCI 8804, G-QRP 8773, Nor-Cal 1094, NE 348, AR-QRP 27 


Scott Bauer W3CV ( formerly KE3NV, N3RQU ) QRP nut SWL 
CW Operators QRP Club # 484 ( Australia ) Grid FM-19, Odenton, MD 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "W. Daniel, 9V1ZV" <daniel@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 
Subject: [4807] Where to get UC3906? 
Message-ID: <32940c01.pandora@pandora.lugs.org.sg> 
Hi, 
Does anyone here know where I can get hold of the UC3906 Gel-Cell 


charger IC featured in the ARRL Handbook project? How much per unit? Thanks. 


73 de 9V1ZV Daniel 


SS SS SSS aS = eS SSS) 2 See Ste SSS Se SSS SSeS Se ees + 
| Daniel Wee | daniel@pandora.lugs.org.s¢g 

| 9VIZV | danwee@singnet.com.sg | 
| QRP-L #667 | daniel.wee@f516.n600.z6.fidonet.org | 
t------------ f------------------------------------- + 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Brad Britton <brad.britton@bctv.wic.ca> 

Subject: [4735] WM-75 PIC COUNTER 

Message-ID: <c=CA%a=_%p=WIC%1=WIC/WIC/000113DA@wic-exchange.wic.ca> 


AFTER BUILDING MY WHITE MOUNTAIN 75 METER SSB TRANSCIEVER, I FOUND THAT 
THE LEVEL OF CW COUNTER WHEN THERE WAS A LOUD STATION OR BAND 

NOISE WAS QUITE LOW. I TRIED CHANGING THE 150 PF CAP ON THE AUDIO 
OUTPUT TO 1500 PF, THAT WAS TOO LOUD. I THEN PUT IN A 220 PF. WITH 
BETTER 

RESULTS. EMAIL DISCUSSIONS WITH NN1G DAVE BENSON , THE DESIGNER BROUGHT 
ABOUT ANOTHER CHANGE. HE TRIED IT WITH THE KIT CONFIGURATION AND FOUND 
THAT IT REQUIRED A CHANGE. HE IS CHANGING THE VALUE TO 330 PF, I WILL 
ALSO! HOEPFULLY THIS WILL HELP ANYONE ELSE 

WHO HAS EXPERIENCED THE SAME PROBLEM. 


TX 
72 
BRAD BRITTON VE7IRS brad. britton@bctv.wic.ca 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Reitz _G@mediasoft.net 

Subject: [4744] WM-SSB 75mtrs 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19961120142549 .006659b0@mediasoft.net> 


Hello Gang, My first post! Hot Diggity Dog! The White Mountain SSB 75mtr rig 
from Small Wonder Labs, is a very nice stocking stuffer. Tell your friends & 
just maybe you'll have one waiting for you at Christmas time. 


Fired up the QRP'er 75mtr for the first time this morning, got on 
the Old Buzzards Net @ 3.905MHZ with the following signal reports. 


K3IFB Cumberland, MD 

K3QMY Three Springs,PA 

KA3TLB Mountville,PA 

W3SFY Paw Paw, MD 

KA2OWL Whitney Point,NY 

N3LHP Lake Ariel, Pa Times for all between 1430z-1500z 
W3TJM Mountain Top, PA 

K3AM Harrisburg,Pa 

The antenna is a full loop 75mtrs up 17 feet. 

Four watts Out......... 


NNnNNnNNnNNNNWN 
i 
AnDADA OW OW 


Thanks to Dave Benson NN1G for the design & engineering such a fine 
outstanding rig for us qrp'ers. 


If you get one take your time putting it together, have fun and enjoy. 


AD4EP George 
NE-415, CW Fists 1754, OB 361 
HW-8, A&A Engineering 40, OHR 40, SW-30 dit dit 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Tom_Jennings <jennings@eng16.rochny.uspra.abb.com> 
Subject: [4774] Re: 15 meter qrp qso 

Message-ID: <jennings-9610202057 .AAQ01518131@eng16> 


Jim, and the qrp gang, 

You are absolutly right. Your experience reminds me of the time way 

back when I was a novice (30 yrs or so ago) when I worked a guy in Seatle 
Washington who was running 100mw on 15m! I lived in Chicago at the time. 

Really floored me! He was weak but workable. I was running about 50W to 

a dipole. I can't wait until the band opens. 


73 


Tom, kv2x 


In message M, Jim/NOUR says: 

Date: Wed, 20 Nov 1996 20:38:39 +0000 

From: Jim/NOUR <LAGESON@worldnet.att.net> 
Subject: 15 meter qrp qso 

X-Sender: LAGESON@postoffice.worldnet.att.net 


I just want to let everyone know 15 meters is starting to wake up. I had a 
response to my first CQ, and after that heard a WA7/QRP station calling CQ 
and worked him. This was about 1900Z on 21.060. 15 meters has always been 
one of my favorite bands, and is a great qrp band. Go up there and throw 
out a few CQ's, even if the band sounds dead, u may be suprised. Hope to 
work you. 


73/72's Jim...NOUR QRP -L#799 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV OV 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Byron8LCZ@aol.com 

Subject: [4792] Re: 15 meter qrp qso 

Message-ID: <961120191051_1117129131@emout12.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 96-11-20 15:48:45 EST, you write: 


<< I just want to let everyone know 15 meters is starting to wake up. TI had 
a 
response to my first CQ, and after that heard a WA7/QRP station calling CQ 
and worked him. This was about 1900Z on 21.060. 15 meters has always been 
one of my favorite bands, and is a great qrp band. Go up there and throw 
out a few CQ's, even if the band sounds dead, u may be suprised. Hope to 
work you. 


73/72's Jim...NOUR QRP -L#799 
>> 


Hi Jim, 

Deja Vu, i was just on 15m today and worked HC8/ Galopagos Island with 5w 

and vert ant. Not alot of traffic, but a few good Q's are still available. 

Still not hearing any cw on 10m. i've been listening around 28.030 to 28.040 
The 20 mhz WWV was coming in strong abt 1800z. But that didnt last long. 


72, Byron WA8LCZ Detroit 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: "'AB7HI' Stephen Lee" <slee@u.washington.edu> 

Subject: [4731] Re: 40 meters was a poppin! 

Message-ID: <Pine.A41.3.95b.961119211943 .128478B-100000@homer04.u.washington.edu> 


Yeah, 2 nights in a row, 40 meters has been like old times. 
Last night I worked Clark, W4ZES, in Rock Hill, North Carolina. 
Then Angelo, KB5GXD, in Mankato, Minnesota. Both were QRO at 
100 watts to my 5 watts. Frequency was 7.0391MHz at 0800 UTC. 
I'm using a Butternut vertical antenna, mounted on the ground. 


Night before I heard PT7WX, Nando from Ceara, Brazil, calling 
for any Idaho station. I tried to make contact but don't think 
he could make out my call. Then I connected with Joe, KC5NJE, 
in Monroe, Louisiana. We had a good rad chew. Both stations 
came in 599. Joe's power was 600 watts on 7.040 MHz, hi hi. 
All this fun was occuring right at 0800 UTC. 


RE the Fox hunting, I'm only getting to work the, uh, tail end 

of some of these. For most there's not been a hair of a Fox signal. 
Monday's Fox was no exception but I see 3 fellow Washingtonian's 
had contacts so his presence here was duly noted. 


73 all, 
Stephen Lee, AB7HI 
slee@u.washington.edu 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Gary Surrency <gsurrenc@ix.netcom.com> 

Subject: [4746] Re: 40m beacon 

Message-ID: <32932F99.4270@ix.netcom.com> 


chuck adams wrote: 

> 

> Gang, 

> 

> Up early and listening on 40m. Hearing the 'F' beacon 
> on 7.039+ on the OHR Explorer II. Also hearing DX else 
> where on the band. 


So it looks like 40m is now open all night at the 
present time. Winter has arrived. Dec 21 is an artifical 
date anyway. :-) j;-)o 


dit dit AAALN typo 


Now hearing the 'S' beacon about 300 Hz below the 
'F' beacon. Q600UTC 11/20/96 Sounds like F is at 
13 wpm and S is at 20 wom. Guessing here. Maybe 
18 wpm on the S. 


This is first for me I think to hear the S beacon. 
And it is a 559 to 569. Unusually strong. 


VV VVV VV VV VV VV 


Chuck, et. al. 


Yeah, I hear the 'F' beacon here this morning too. At about 
1520 UTC. It's about 339 w/QSB. But didn't hear any 'S' beacon 
at my QTH. Probably a little too late this AM. 


Where the heck it the 'F' beacon anyway? It's a little stronger 
on my Westward facing sloping Vee fed via tuner and TV line than 
on the indoor dipole. 


73, 


Gary, AB7MY QRP-L #571 Chandler, AZ (near Phoenix)Grid Square DM43BH 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Tom_Jennings <jennings@eng16.rochny.uspra.abb.com> 
Subject: [4742] Re: 40m beacon and Mobile cw 

Message-ID: <jennings-9610201522 .AAQ00518131@eng16> 


Hi All, 

I heard the S beacon around 8 am this morning on the way to work near 
Rochester NY. It was about 569. Didnt hear the F at all but first 
time for the S. 


I have been hearing and working quite a few mobile cw stations on 40. 
That's great! Hope to hear more guys & gals on 40. 


73, 
Tom, kv2x 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Michael A. Gipe" <mgipe@reliablemeters.com> 
Subject: [4778] Re: 40m DX 

Message-ID: <199611202310.RAA09187@mu1ti13.netcomi. com> 


I had a disappointing try with the 40-9er contest. I managed to blow out 
the audio amplifier in the 40-9er early in the week and haven't had time 
(or the part) to fix it. I did manage a couple of QSOs with the ICOM, but 
it just wasn't the same. So Friday, after the contest was over, I slid 
down to the bottom of 40, and picked up South Africa on the first call. I 
did miss Myanmar, which was booming into 40 the next day, however. 


I also had problems hearing the fox this week because of all the 
CQ's from Japanese stations. 


I gotta get a better antenna. 


Mike K1MG 

> 

> Along with the others I too have been hearing the DX both 

> late at night and in the early dawn hours, really 5a.m. local. 
> 

> This a.m. hearing JA, JH, HP3, XE3, XE2, and others. 

> 

> So what this means is that with the foxhunt and DX you won't 
> be getting any sleep. :-) 

> SIG 

> Chuck Adams (K5FO CP-60) WAS 40m/30m/20m=49/49/50 

> EMPS QSOs=109 STATES(w/c)=34/2 DX=0 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Cecil A Moore <Cecil_A Moore@ccm.ch.intel.com> 
Subject: [4749] Re: 7-18MHz antenna (except 30m) 


>From: Jaideep Chavan <jaideepc@pcsbom.patni.com> 

>I stay on the ground floor in suburban Bombay (India) and am looking 
>out for setting up an aerial just outside my window (Dipoles not 
>feasible). Any suggestions on the design of such a aerial to cover 7-18 


Hi Andy, I'm using a triangular loop that might work for you. 


9ft 50ft 
North +------ ) + Insulator at X is shorted across 
\ | for 40m, 20m, 15m, 10m and 
." | opened for 17m, 12m 
\ | 20£t 
\ | 
63£t \ | 
\ | 
+<===== 50 ohms on 40m 


My feedpoint is 17f£t from the ground. It needs a tuner except on 40m 
but the SWR on the higher bands is relatively low (2-5). With the 
horizontal section pointed North (left above), the cloverleaf pattern 
on 20m-10m favors NorthEast and NorthWest. 


73, Cecil, W6RCA 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: "L. B. Cebik" <cebik@utkux.utcc.utk.edu> 

Subject: [4738] Re: ARRL info on Computer generated RFI/EMI: cores 
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.94.961120071320.16419E -100000@utkux4.utcc.utk.edu> 


I read the file on computer RFI, updated to January, 1994, by our own 
Daniel Wee. It has some excellent information. However, some doubts were 
expressed about the effectiveness of split ferrite cores in suppressing 
RFI due to the need for more inductive reactance along the outside of 
lines than single cores might provide. 


First, let me note that for QRP, the best way to get rid of computer RFI 
is working from inside the computer (if feasible) to the outside. Keeping 
the genie inside the bottle is always the best way to prevent him from 
causing unexpected problems. 


However, I have used split cores extensively and with good success at all 
amateur power levels to prevent RF interactions among the station gear. 
Rather than the RS cores with plastic shells, I have been using some 
heavier cores from Amidon. They sell (or used to sell: I bought big 
cards of them several years back) split cores with 1/4" and 1/2" 

holes. 


1. A Must: always be sure you can press the halfs tightly together for 
maximum effectiveness. A gap reduces effectiveness. Tape tightly shut. 


Size the core to your needs: 

1/2" fits many printer cables, RG-8, RG-213, etc. 

1/4" fits RG-58/59, serial cables, etc. 

For thin cables (RG-174, telephone, etc.), wrap as many turns of the 
eabie as will fit the hole (usually 1/2") around one side of the core and 
close with the other half. This increases the inductive reactance to 
sizeable levels. 


0, “Oe NS 


3. Mounting: the cores will slide, so I usually slit a grommet, press it 
around the cable at the limit point, and add a drop of glue to the slit to 
reseal it. Unlike tape wrappings, this leaves no residue on the cable. 

Be sure to leave room for the connector shell, if relevant. 


4. Where: I place cores at the cable ends of the potential source of 
RFI. For example, I use 2 1/2" cores at the rig-end of the cable and 
another pair at the power amplifier end of the same cable. The output 
cable goes to a bulkhead of feed-through connectors, so pairs go at either 
end of that cable. When I have an ATU in the line, pairs go at each end 
of that cable. The object is to a. confine errant RF to its own box so 
far as possible, and b. to keep any RF picked up by the cable shield out 
of the boxes. Obviously, this hypothetical case used RG-213. If RG-58 
was in use, then 2 or three of the smaller cores would be used. Do not 
forget to give a wrap-around treatment to non-RF cables, for example, to 
the 9-volt line that light my ATU meter lamp. 


5. Another set of wheres: 


a. AC cords get a wrap-around treatment at the case-entry point. 

b. DC cords from wall transformer/power supply units or from independent 
DC supplies get a wrap-around treatment at both ends of the line. 

c. audio cables get a wrap-around treatment, especially when entering a 
box with RF in it. 

d. All computer cables get paired cores at each end if fat ora 
wrap-around treatment if thin. 


6. When: I do not wait until I encounter RFI: instead, I plan for 
coring all relevant cables during installation. That way, I plan for 
enough cable and route it with coring in mind. 


7. How many cores: I lost count long ago. 


8. How much RFI is left? Actually, I have no inter-unit RFI that I can 
detect. Since I placed the cores during installation, I cannot even 
estimate how much or little I suppressed. I simply did not want to be 
bothered by the problem. For the last several years, through several rig 
and computer changes, I have not been bothered. 


9. Limits: if your computer or rig is radiating from the case, your 


antenna can pick up the signal--cores do nothing to suppress this source. 
I wish I could place a giant core around one of the pole pigs in my area, 
but the connecting wires would likely radiate and nullify the measure. 


Cores can be effective in breaking up cable-case paths, and they do not 
have to be heavily lumped to do the job if you break up the paths often. 
They are best placed on the cable ends of RFI and bothersome RF sources. 
They are unlikely to do much good placed on the lines to and from QRP 
rigs--although if you use a separate DC supply, you may want to doa 
wrap-around treatment of the DC cable and the AC cord, especially on some 
of those bargain DC supplies. Even batteries can benefit on occasion from 
a bypass capacitor across the terminals and a wrap-around choke. 


Yes, a whole bunch of cores is a pretty good investment--maybe a whole 
kit's worth of dollars if you have lots of computer and rig cables. But 
they never wear out, are reusable forever, and allow you to use your 
antenna cable as a backjack on unsuspecting burglars (or on yourself 
during installation--I know from lumpy experience). 


Nope, cores are not a cure-all, but I find them to be good insurance 
against the problems they can alleviate. 


-73- 


LB, WA4RNL 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Jim Bennett <jbennett@ebmud. com> 

Subject: [4794] RE: Beacon Search 

Message-ID: <3293A49E.488E@ebmud. com> 


In an earlier posting, Chuck sez: 


>>tnx as this is the start of the good distances on 40m for 
the winter time propagation. The band is hot. Stay up late. 
Look for the good DX now<< 


Don't forget the grey line paths, especially mornings to the west. Here 
in CA there are a zillion Asian DX stations to be had including 3W, 9M2, 
9M8, VR, ZL, ZK, VK, HL, UAO, etc. in addition to the many good JA 
operators. So if staying up late isn't your cup of tea, or your work 
shift interferes with DX fun, try 80 and 40 (bottom end preferrably) 
from about 1/2 hour before sunrise to about an hour afterwards. 


Jim Bennett / W6IJHB (jbennett@ebmud.com) 


Supervising Systems Programmer 

East Bay Municipal Utility District 
375 11th St. 

Oakland, CA 94607 


voice: 510.287.0224 fax: 510.287.0373 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: adams@chuck.dallas.sgi.com (chuck adams) 

Subject: [4747] Re: Beacons 

Message-ID: <199611201623 .QAA09675@chuck.dallas.sgi.com> 


Martin et.al., 


The beacons are between 7.038 and 7.040MHz. They seem 

to be 24 hours per day. Exact location unknown but 
believed to be in the old USSR or Asian locations. 

Most likely propagation beacons for unknown entities. :-) 
Power output unknown also but I'd guess under 100W. 


We only hear them in the central US when 40m is open for 
long DX. If I can hear the beacons I can hear the southern 
hemisphere and Asia. 


A lot of use them on 40m to let us know when to really go 
after the DX using QRP levels. 


They seem to have been around for a long long time. 


ciao, 

SIG 

Chuck Adams (K5FO CP-60) WAS 40m/30m/20m=49/49/50 
EMPS QSOs=109 STATES(w/c)=34/2 DX=0 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Vic Rosenthal <rakefet@rakefet.com> 

Subject: [4739] Re: Buried Coax 

Message-ID: <32931C92.4553@rakefet.com> 


CBAILEY@PAMDT.ANG.AF.MIL wrote: 


> 
> To pull string through conduit, we use 

> a vacuum machine on one end and suck 

> the string through. Greenlee makes 

> a machine just for that purpose. A good 
> shop vac should work. 


Tie a little 'butterfly' ripped from a plastic bag to the end of the 
string for better performance. 


Vic K2VCO 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Sterling <slombard@primenet.com> 

Subject: [4781] re: cad programs?? 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSI.3.95.961120153056 ..21524H-100000@usr07. primenet.com> 


From: "Phil, AC6LS" <ac6éls@amsat.org> 

> 

>OH MY GOSH!!!!! OUCH ! that hurt. Just got off the phone, looking for 
>a price on the software I was looking at, DesignLab (MicroSim) . 

>Are you sitting down? $13,500 (does not include a 5% discount avalible 
>till the end of '96!) I guess if you want to do everything with one 
>program, you need one savings account and everything in it! 

> 

>I guess I will now have the time to look at the other programs I was 
>needing time to review. 

> 

>I also have seen a previously unlisted program: Electronics Workbench 
>at www.interactiv.com which is advertised in Pop. Electronics. 

> 

>Still searching, let me know of any great finds..... 


Have you heard of a program called Circuit Maker? This is a great program 
that I used at DeVry. It does all of the spice simulations, and schematic 
drawings. You may wanna look in to it... I think it's only around the 
$100 range. 


-Sterling W. Lombard (KB7JTZ) 
http: //www.primenet.com/~slombard 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Sterling <slombard@primenet.com> 

Subject: [4789] re: cad programs?? 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSI.3.95.961120162516 .1151A-100000@usr07.primenet.com> 


On Wed, 20 Nov 1996, Wayne Barnhart wrote: 


>Have you heard of a program called Circuit Maker? This is a great 
program 

>that I used at DeVry. It does all of the spice simulations, and 
schematic 

>drawings. You may wanna look in to it... I think it's only around 
the 

>$100 range. 

> 


Does it generate a pcb pattern as well? 


Been using electric workbench for several years but it dosn't 
generate a pcb pattern either. 


VVVV VV VV VV VV VV 


No, unfortunately it doesn't generate the pattern, but you can model the 
circuit before buying the parts! That's about it, though. It's great for 
test purposes, because you can model the circuit and find out what your 
ideal results should be. I tend to like Circuit Maker a little better 
than Electronic Work bench because you can real part tolerances instead of 
dealing with ideal parts. The program tends to be a little more ‘real 
world.' Circuit Maker is a little harder to use than EB, but I think it's 
a program that worth learning! :) 


Anyway that's my plug on software. 


-Sterling W. Lombard (The Phreique) 
http://www. primenet.com/~slombard 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Ahrens Tim" <tahrens@devmail.sps.mot.com> 
Subject: [4813] Re: FOX-20 ALERT! Saturday 

Message-ID: <9610218485 .AA848594070@devmail.sps.mot.com> 


Daniel - be sure to take the DSP, and put it in the 


"Fox Only" mode... otherwise us weakling foxes may 
have a hard time breaking through the QRO buffalo 
stampede! 


cu saturday! 


Tim W5FN ex WA5VQK 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: rhight@primenet.com (Roger Hightower) 

Subject: [4821] Re: FOX-20 ALERT! Saturday 
Message-ID: <199611211529.IAA19014@primenet. com> 


At 03:36 PM 11/21/96 +0800, W. Daniel, 9V1ZV wrote: 

>This is a QST :-) (I've always wanted to say that) 

> 

>NA5K and myself (9V1ZV) will be setting up operation here on a small hill at 
>the Fort Canning Park (Singapore) this Saturday. We'll be QRV on 20M and 
>will be operating into a dipole hung between trees. The spot is fairly high 
>and open enough for East/West paths. Rig will be ARK-20 so we'll be on 
>frequency. Output is 5W. We will be operating under my call, 9V1ZV. 

> 


This will be a real challenge, since this is the same weekend as the CQ WW 
CW DX contest. That 9V call will really bring them in, and you may find 
yourselves in the contest mode, :-) 

I'll be listening with great optimism...hope to be able to hear you. 


72/73 de Roger N7KT (ex AA7QY) 


NorCal 1099 CoQRP 176 QRP-L 62 G-QRP 9081 ARCI 8946 NE-QRP 383 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: rhight@primenet.com (Roger Hightower) 
Subject: [4730] Re: Foxhunt N/T Nov. 19 - Tuesday (local time) - RESULTS 


Message-ID: <199611200538.WAA18884@primenet. com> 


At 10:18 PM 11/19/96 -0600, Dan Reynolds wrote: 
>This was totally unbelievable! Please if I contacted you check this list 
>and tell me. I still don't believe it is true! This was a lot of fun. 


>I'm just afraid the next time out will be a letdown!  :-) 
> 

(snip) 

>20 total - 1 DUPE = 19 !! 

> 


Good show, Dan. I could hear you working them, and could even hear some of 
the contacts, but couldn't get through to you. 


Had bad HF packet sitting on 7.108, and when the filters/rit cut that out, 
you went with it. 


Thinking now that N/T Fox means Not Tonight, :-) 
72/73 de Roger N7KT (ex AA7QY) 


NorCal 1099 CoQRP 176 QRP-L 62 G-QRP 9081 ARCI 8946 NE-QRP 383 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "duane" <duane@flinet.com> 

Subject: [4796] Re: FS-UPGRADE CODE TAPES 

Message-ID: <199611210118.UAA16509@shell.flinet.com> 


I want everyone to know about KB6MT. I was struggling to pass my code at 
the general level I just could not get it, I was lucky to be coping 8wpm. I 
saw an add in a ham magazine about the KB6MT tapes, Well I had tried them 
all I think, but I thought I would Look up the call sign and give this ham 
a personal phone call. Well I got him on the phone and started by asking 
why should I even bother to purchase your tape, and what makes you think 
your so much better than anyone else at teaching the code, Well he 
explained his method to me and I purchased the tapes over the phone, one 
month later I passed my extra code exam. By the way I also told him if it 
worked I would recommend it to all that asked, I also said if it was not 
any better than the other tapes I would tell everyone that too. WELL FOLKS 
IT IS THE BEST I EVER USED ! Being a man of my word I have recommended it 
all who have asked. 


Duane AB4BE 
http://www. flinet.com/~duane 


duane@flinet.com 
ab4be@amsat.org 


> From: David Kreinberg <kreinbd@ccgate.dl.nec.com> 

> To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU> 
> Subject: FS-UPGRADE CODE TAPES 

> Date: Wednesday, November 20, 1996 13:40 PM 


VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV VV WV 


Folks: 
Have two code courses for sale: 
1. High Speed Code - By Jerry Ziliak, KB6MT 


(3) 90 minute tapes which introduce the code by 
sending it at a high character speed. Takes you 
from learning each character to copying text in 
increments of 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 15, 17, 19, 21, and 
23 wpm. I used this in conjunction with computer- 
based practice, W1AW, and on air QSO's to upgrade 
to Extra. 


Admittedly, I hadn't used these too much in my initial 
attempt at upgrading. After really getting serious about 
pushing my speed up, I decided to listen to these 

tapes every day. I have to say that Jerry's method of 
learning the code at higher than normal speed did more 
for my learning to recognize the code at the word level 
instead of hearing individual characters only. For 

me, that was the key to passing Element 1C. 


2. High Speed Code Words - by Jerry Ziliak, KB6MT 


(3) 90 minute tapes which help you recognize common 
words we encounter on the air. He sends word groups 
(i.e. CQ, RST, QTH, NAME, CALL, etc.) in increments 
of 20, 25, 30, and 35 wpm. Then he combines words to 
make short phrases you'd hear on the air (i.e. NAME, 
NAME HR, NAME HR IS, QTH, QTH HR, QTH HR IS, etc.) 
Numbers at high speeds are also covered. 


This one is for someone who already knows the code, but 
wants to bolster their ability to recognize common 
words sent at high speeds. That's what I used it for 
after I got my Extra a while back. Nice for practice. 


Both courses sell new for $19.95 each. I'd like to offer 
them both as a package for $25.00. I will ship to CONUS. 
The tapes are about 2 yrs old, so they are not mint, but 
are still in very good condition. 


If you're interested, or just have more questions, please 
drop me a private message. Thanks. 


73 de Dave NR3E 
Dallas, TX QRP-L #25 


VV VVV VV VV VV VV 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: mike wood <némve@server.worldinfonet.com> 
Subject: [4798] Re: FS-UPGRADE CODE TAPES 

Message-ID: <3293BB75.254E@server.worldinfonet.com> 


I have to agree. This tape set was the only reason I passed the extra 
code test. If you need to learn the code, this is the best way that I 
know of, IMHO. 


mike, now K6MW 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: sholla@panasonic.atlanta.com (Holland, Steve) 

Subject: [4812] RE: FS-UPGRADE CODE TAPES 

Message-ID: <1996Nov21.091900.1619.72515@ntserver.panasonic.atlanta.com> 


The Ziliak tapes are great. Helped me get my Extra. 72 de K4AH 
Steve K4AH 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


Steve Holland MCC Panasonic 
sholla@panasonic.atlanta.com 1225 Northbrook Pkwy 
Phone: (770) 338-6197 Suite 2-362 

FAX: (770) 338-6238 Suwanee, GA 30174 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: chuckolson@juno.com (Chuck Olson) 

Subject: [4768] Re: HB:Digital Norcal 

Message-ID: <19961120.135929.4807.0.chuckolson@juno.com> 


On Wed, 20 Nov 1996 19:23:15 GMT John Fletcher <johnf@innotts.co.uk> 
writes: 


John - 
>transceiver such as my NorCal 40. I have a few Siemens DL1414 


I have something similar to your Siemens device from HP - my only comment 
is that they are fairly expensive, somewhat hard to find and current hogs 
- you might consider using one of the surplus 16x1 LCD modules instead 
if you intend for others to duplicate your design.. 


>OK, it's unconventional, but it could provide a very compact digital 
>tuning 
>mechanism which would look much neater than a hand-calibrated tuning 


You have a really neat idea - if you want to complicate it somewhat, you 
might consider trying to use the counter in the PIC to monitor the VFO 
frequency and make adjustments to the DAC if the frequency drifts. There 
is an article in the latest QST which details an ultra-clean/stable VFO 
in which the author uses a ton of digital components to stabilize a VFO 
- it looks like a candidate for a microcontroller based circuit. 


Best Regards, 

Chuck Olson 

WBOKZY 

Jackson Harbor Press 
Washington Island, WI 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: kd1ljv@juno.com (Steven Weber) 

Subject: [4788] Re: HB:Digital Norcal 

Message-ID: <19961120.183025.7743.0.KD1JV@juno. com> 


I agree with Chuck. 


The DL1414's are avalible from J.P. Marlin, a good surplus outlet 
(1-800-652-6733 P.O. Box 12685 Lake Park FL 33403-0685) They have the 
DL2416 (similer to DL1414) for $4.95, PD2816, a 8 digit version for 
$9.95 and a translator(?) for $7.95 which has four DL1414's in it. (1 


bought one of these, looks like a big calculator with an alphanumeric 
keypad, and not much else in it execpt some leaking ni-cads, must be 
15-20 years old) Standerd disclaimers. 

BTW, I have a data sheet for these.. 


But, the big problem with the DL1414 is power consumption (they are a 
multiplexed LED display) and take a lot of wires to hook up. A 16X1 LCD 
is a lot easier to use, much lower power and just as cheap, even new. 
Actually, the new price is about the same as the surplus price these 
days. 


As for freq control, the PIC most likely will count the VFO freq 
directly, if you run it's clock fast enough. A divide by 10 prescaler 
would not be out of the question. this way, you can have a direct 

reading of the VFO freq, and correct it for displaying the actual 
operating freq if needed. Also, it then would be easy to produce a freq 
lock, similer to what Ten-Tec does in the Scout. Push button tuning would 
also be easy to impliment. 


Always wanted to give something like this a try, I'd say go for it. Some 
thing like this could be adapted to just about any rig. Be sure to 
build it in its own sheilded box! 


de KD1JV, Steve 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Byron8LCZ@aol.com 

Subject: [4793] Re: How about PC Monitor RFI? 

Message-ID: <961120191140_1883361710@emout11.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 96-11-19 22:11:20 EST, you write: 


<< I would like to hear any information about RFI cures for computers and 
monitors. 

It is ironic that there are so many hardware and software products for use 
with PCs and Ham Radio (Packet, AMSAT tracking, logging, transceiver 
control) but once the PC is turned on, there goes the reception. 


73, Jay 
W6CI 
jcoote@aol.com >> 


Hi Jay and all, 


I've found that my 90 mhz Pentium puts out alot of noise while running 
Windows 3.11, every 40 or so khz. by holding down the ALT key and hitting the 


ENTER key, you can take a program out of windows, so it fills the screen and 
eliminate or move the interference to a different freq. This was a problem on 
3710 during the Knightl lite QRP cw net, I can now check in to this net most 
of the time, with this interference out of the way. This computer RFI seems 
to be worse on the lower freqs. The toroids on all cables sound like an 
excellent idea. I'm guessing that when in Windows, the computer is running at 
90 mhz and when not, it steps down to a lower clock freq. 


Occasionally my computer locks up when transmitting on 80m, toroids might 
also help there too. 


72, Byron WA8LCZ Detroit 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Chuck (Jack) Hawley" <c-hawley@uiuc.edu> 
Subject: [4814] Re: How about PC Monitor RFI? 
Message-ID: <329466F0.122E@uiuc.edu> 


Byron8LCZ@aol.com wrote: 

> 

> In a message dated 96-11-19 22:11:20 EST, you write: 

> 

> << I would like to hear any information about RFI cures for computers 
and 

> monitors. 

> It is ironic that there are so many hardware and software products 
for use 


> Hi Jay and all, 

> 

> I've found that my 90 mhz Pentium puts out alot of noise while 
running 

> Windows 3.11, every 40 or so khz. by holding down the ALT key and 
hitting the 

> ENTER key, you can take a program out of windows, so it fills the 
screen and 

> eliminate or move the interference to a different freq. This was a 
problem on 

> 3710 during the Knightl lite QRP cw net, I can now check in to this 
net most 

> of the time, with this interference out of the way. This computer RFI 
seems 

> to be worse on the lower freqs. The toroids on all cables sound like 
an 

> excellent idea. I'm guessing that when in Windows, the computer is 


running at 

> 90 mhz and when not, it steps down to a lower clock freq. 

> 

> Occasionally my computer locks up when transmitting on 80m, toroids 
might 

> also help there too. 

> 

> 72, Byron WA8LCZ Detroit 


I bought a 386 computer from HAL once and noticed that the wires that 
went to the front panel switches and leds were wound through a toroid 
before they went to the panel. I never had any noise from it. I have a 
Gateway 486 and a 17" nec monitor now and do not get any noise either. 
In these there is a considerable amount of shielding with steel cases 
and covers. NOW ON THE OTHER HAND, MY SONY TV puts out an incredible 
amount of noise on 160M mostly and other places. One place that is loud 
and annoying is on 14.317 MHz when I want to listen to the Icom net. I 
get noise there from any Sony tv in the house but the one in the shack 
is the worst. 


Chuck, KEQUW 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: chuckolson@juno.com (Chuck Olson) 

Subject: [4819] Re: HOW TO KILL THE MHz? 

Message-ID: <19961121.085421.4807.0.chuckolson@juno.com> 


On Thu, 21 Nov 96 9:25:44 MET sassoli@iiilwh10.settimo.italtel.it writes: 


>My idea was to use it to read only the hundreds, tens and unity of 
>Kilohertz 

>but don't know how to do this; I'm not interested in the MHz (as I 
>know 

>the VFO is working at 14...). 


Paolo - 


If your counter allows this, change your gate time to .01 seconds (10 
milliseconds). This should make your left-most digit = hundreds of khz 
and the rightmost digit = .1 khz. The Mhz digits will overflow and your 
counter may indicate an overflow condition. 


Best Regards, 
Chuck Olson 


WBOKZY 
Jackson Harbor Press 
Washington Island, WI 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: nskousen@scientech.com (Niel Skousen) 

Subject: [4820] Re: I got a FOX 

Message-ID: <v02140b03aeba246d05ef@[198.60.91.132]> 


>I Got A Fox, He was just sitting there showing off his majestic coat and 
>I got him - OK it took a few shots but I got him. 

> 

>Scouts got delayed tonight so I turned on the radio (Explorer II) tuned 
>it to where I thought 7.112 might be and heard CQ CQ CQ FOX... I nearly 
>died - there it was A FOX and I wasn't even sitting down or ready or 
>anything. I dumped my son out of my chair (its OK he is 17 and can 
>nearly beat me up) and sent my call. Didn't think he could hear me but 
>after a few tries he returned a shot, he was mine. 

> 


> 
And now the rest of the story...... 
Two calls later the 17yr old 'dumped' Dad and got the FOX TOO !! 


TNX Brad and Derek 


Niel 

Niel Skousen; S.Eng, SCIENTECH.SPG/CFG nskousen@scientech.com 
208.525.3742, FAX 529.4721 Idaho Falls ID WA7SSA QRP-L.119 
a cS ese re eee ee Sree eles a PS teis se Sere sie DN33wm- . . . --- 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: john andrews <jm165723@eee.org> 

Subject: [4762] Re: I need schematics... 

Message-ID: <3293500A.C9D@eee.org> 


Glenn Jones wrote: 


Does any one have schematics for a 15-m QRP transciver? it doesnt matter what 
kind but vfo is preferable to xtal 


thx 

73 

Yep...Rich Littlefield designed one a few (1990) years ago. I even 
have a few of the pro-quality(but not silk-screened) boards left. 


VV VV VV 


NOT FOR THE TIMID! 
RE: CQ September, 1990 Pg. 43 


72, John-N5INZ 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Patrick Taber <ptaber@logicraft.com> 

Subject: [4773] Re: Mint set 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19961120205357 .00c5f348@freebird> 


At 08:41 PM 11/20/96 +0000, you wrote: 

> FLASH! ! 

> 

>The 1996 mint sets are now in. They come in two styles this year, a hard 
>cover version which cost $39.95, and a soft cover version which is $16 
>bucks. Let me know if you want one. 

> 

Yow! The price of Altoids has gone through the roof! Last year I was paying 
$3 per set of mints, tops! And that was in the hard cover (i.e. tin box.) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "John Shuster" <jshuster@ix.netcom.com> 

Subject: [4779] Re: Mint set 

Message-ID: <199611202204 .0AA24930@dfw-ix8.ix.netcom.com> 


Let's see, 
One of the mints is a transmitter and the other is a receiver, right? 


Is there a discount if you buy both, or a free connecting cord, log book, 
phone card or something? 


John 


FEFEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEFEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EE EEEEH 
Father John Shuster, Married Roman Catholic Priest jshuster@ix.netcom.com 
Need A Priest? Rent-A-Priest! 1-800-PRIEST-9 A Free Referral Service 

At the foot of the Olympics in little Port Orchard, WA 

K7MP ARCI 8951 QRP-L 554 ARS 36 NW QRP 346 WWDXC ARRL 
FAFEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEPEEE HEP EEEEH 


From: Jim & Nancy <LAGESON@worldnet.att.net> 

To: Low Power Amateur Radio Discussion <qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU> 
Subject: Mint set 

Date: Wednesday, November 20, 1996 12:41 PM 


FLASH! ! 
The 1996 mint sets are now in. They come in two styles this year, a hard 
cover version which cost $39.95, and a soft cover version which is $16 


bucks. Let me know if you want one. 


It's snowing here now, coming down pretty good, but don't think we will 


vmovVvVWvVVVV VV VV VV 


oO 
ct 


> to much. Any dead deer laying in the backyard yet??? Email back soon, 
> Nancy loves getting mail 

> 

> See ya, Jim/ NOUR 

> 

> 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Jeff Grudin <grudin@pacific.vdbs.com> 

Subject: [4784] Re: Mint set 

Message-ID: <32937E18.4F10@pacific.vdbs.com> 


Jim & Nancy wrote: 


FLASH! ! 


cost $39.95, and a soft cover version which is $16 

bucks. Let me know if you want one. 

Is that a matched set of Altoids radio mint boxes? Kind of high though, 
they were selling for $4.99 for 6 mint sets at Costco. 


73 de Jef£ AC6KW 


> 
> 
> 
> The 1996 mint sets are now in. 
> 
> 
> 


grudin@vdbs.com 


ORP-L #16 
Norcal QRP #1292 
Santa Cruz, California 


QRP'ers do it with less energy (but lot's of enthusiasm)! 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Bob Hightower <ki7mn@dancris.com> 

Subject: [4811] Re: Official Fox Soapbox 

Message-ID: <199611211348.GAA10426@dancris.com> 


At 07:24 AM 11/21/96 -0500, you wrote: 

> 

> 

>Hi Gang, 

> 

>(The log will be posted by about 5PM eastern today) 

> 

>What a fantastic treat it was to be the fox! Propagation was good for 

> the first hour but the second hour was the pits. I should have chosen 
>8PM EST for the start, my QSO count would have been almost double. At any 
>rate here are some observations: 

> 

> 

> 

>* I do not think that I worked anyone east of my QTH! I called QRZ 1, 2 
>and 3 but got nothing back. Hmm... 

> 

> 


Yeah, I heard the hunters, but not the fox. Didn't really expect to, but 
never give up hope. After about 1 hour, everything disappeared. Having two 
foxes in one night made it interesting switching back and forth between 
rigs. Heard fox hunters on both, but no fox. Oh, well. 


Sounds like you had a good time, though. 

73, 

Bob KI7MN 

NorCal #1221 ARCI #8918 Qrp-1l #271 CQC #274 AK QRP #30 ARRL 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: adams@chuck.dallas.sgi.com (chuck adams) 

Subject: [4816] Re: Official Fox Soapbox 

Message-ID: <199611211452 .0AA11974@chuck.dallas.sgi.com> 


Mark et.al., 


First of all Mark, thanks for a good job. Now you know and can 
tell your family and friends that you were on the other end of 

a pileup, an experience that very few get to experience. I am 
sure that all the guys/gals that participate really appreciate 
the job and the difficulty of this exercise on both sides of 

the gunsights, since we have gotten into the pelt business. :-) 
It had better be a cold winter (oops wx report) with all the 
pelts some of the gang have collected and are now stuck in front 
of a large audience with reputation and pride at stake here. 


Second, thanks to the QRP community as a whole. You are right, 

they are a well disciplined group of operators. Hard to say which 
is the cause and which is the effect. They got that way because 

of the handicap and burden of running low power or they were 
disciplined from the start and wanted something hard to do. Doesn't 
matter, moot discussion at best. 


While I knew at the first with 1W I didn't have much of a chance 

I tuned down to the low end of the band. There were two big pileups 
with the QRO ops. Even with the DX station transmitting there were 
guys calling him. Maybe QRPers in general have better receivers. :-) 
I know we listen a lot and have good ears. 


Thanks to Linda, KE5TF, on two counts. One for working you and 
being a first QRP/YL contact. She and Bob, N5ET, are married and 

I have had the pleasure of meeting both. They are nice folks. 

But there is a hidden agenda here gang. At QRO power levels before 
they became interested and I hope addicted to QRP they both have 
worked a pile of countries. And I mean a pile, i.e. TX talk for 

a bunch. All this due to an antenna system to brag on and I won't 
do that. Can't let the cat totally out of the bag. 


N5ET, N6XU, and NQ7K are now all tied for first place at 12.5 each. 
Floyd I heard last night here in Dallas and he was strong. 


I'll hold off on some other comments until I see your final posting. 
I made some local phone calls. :-) The guys in CA haven't got a 
chance. Thanks anyway for listening for them, they need all the help 
they can get. :-) The next three weeks will find most of the foxes 


moving to the west in anticipation of cold weather and hoping for 
the warmer climates of CA and surrounding area and some skiing in 
ID. Cam, N6GA, is gonna try to keep us up late in TX, but hey 
who needs sleep anyway. :-) 


Again, Mark many thanks and we look forwarding to seeing you in the 
batters box in February. 


dit dit to all 

SIG 

Chuck Adams (K5FO CP-60) WAS 40m/30m/20m=49/49/50 
EMPS QSOs=109 STATES(w/c)=34/2 DX=0 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: PaulKB8N@aol.com 

Subject: [4748] Re: Pi Network Tuners 

Message-ID: <961120112712_1816184701@emout13.mail.aol.com> 


In a message dated 96-11-18 22:26:49 EST, gmdsr@vivanet.com (Gary M. Diana, 
Sr.) writes: 


<< I would like to see the paper you talked about in your post 
on PI network tuners. Please send me your address, and I'll 
get the SASE out ASAP! >> 


Had many similar responses. Address is 1703 Brush Creek Drive, San Antonio, 
TX 78248. SASE is all that is necessary, but any contributions to defray 
copying costs are appreciated. Paul 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Patrick McVey <mcveyp@kingman.com> 

Subject: [4764] Re: QRP-L 550, msgi#4670, Speed warning 
Message-ID: <199611201949 .MAA24431@kingserv.kingman.com> 


The frequency 7.122 mhz has 40wpm operators? Man! That's screaming. Why is 
there a "Standard N/T code speed warning?" What is the origin? 

Standard Dumb Question Disclaimer: I'm new but I'll eventually crack this nut. 
Patrick McVey 

Kingman, Arizona 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: Patrick Taber <ptaber@logicraft.com> 

Subject: [4741] Re: QTTF NorCal Style 

Message-ID: <1.5.4.32.19961120150805.00c530f4@freebird> 


>I've heard Area 51 (and that group will probably 
>disappear and appear on Mars thereafter), 


If so, be sure and set up a sked -- there's a trophy being held in trust for 
the first two-way Earth-Mars contact. (I am not making this up....) 


>>>==>PStITT 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: rhight@primenet.com (Roger Hightower) 

Subject: [4752] Re: QTTF NorCal Style 

Message-ID: <199611201708.KAA16742@primenet. com> 


At 06:49 PM 11/19/96 GMT, chuck adams wrote: 

> 

>Gang, 

> 

>Thought that I'd bring this out in the open as time 

>is getting short. Private email discussions have been 

>on going for some time. 

> 

>SHORT?!! You say. I know that April is months away 

>but some things take a lot of up-front planning. 

>You know, transportation, lodging, antennas and rigs, 

>batteries, and stuff. We are talking serious planning 

>here gang. 

> 

Not too early to start planning. The TriARC (AZ) bunch is heading for 
Turkey Springs in the Sitgreaves National Forest where Travis Walton was 
allegedly abducted in Nov 1975, thereby providing him with a nice sum of 
cash from a book and the movie rights. He has since disappeared (another 
abduction? Out of cash?) so the mystery lingers. 


Going to be fun. 
72/73 de Roger N7KT (ex AA7QY) 


NorCal 1099 CoQRP 176 QRP-L 62 G-QRP 9081 ARCI 8946 NE-QRP 383 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: kbQrol@juno.com (Bradley L Mugleston) 

Subject: [4733] Re: THE FOX 

Message-ID: <19961119.223726.7591.3.kb0rol@juno.com> 


Tom, 


The exchange is suppose to be RST, State, Name, QRP-L Number. My 
exchange is 
339 CO Brad 316. I should send it as 


RST RST 339 33N QTH QTH CO CO NAME BRAD BRAD NR 316 NR 316 


I like to send NR before each number sent in the hope my contact will do 
the same - gives me a chance to get set to receive numbers. 


If you don't have a QRP-L number you can send your power as 3W 3W. I got 
one like that once - threw me for a loop. I was trying to figure out 
what number W stood for as the N in RST for 9. I did write down what I 
heard (learned to do that - lots of times on a re-read it makes more 
sense) so I realized it was 3 Watts. 


Well, id better let you get on the air. 
de 


Brad Mugleston - KBOROL 

Colorado QRP Club # 170, QRP-L #316, ARRL 
QTH - Aurora, CO - DM790q 
KBOROL@JUNO.COM 

BMUG@GWL .COM 


On Tue, 19 Nov 1996 21:59:06 PST wb9lef@juno.com (Thomas J Weigel) 
writes: 

>Hi agn Brad, 

> 

>In regards to our Fox contact, I'm new at this game and not sure what 
>the number field is for? If it is for our QRP-L #, then mine is #439. 
>If not, you'll have to let me know what I'm supposed to use for the 
>hunt. Tnx agn, hope to catch you agn. 

> 

>73/72 

> 


>Tom Weigel - WB9LEF 

>ARRL - Life, QRP-: #439, NorCal #1811, ARCI #9234 
>QTH - Albert Lea, MN - EN33ec 

>WB9LEF@juno.com 

>tjweigel@wolf.co.net 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: SMohan@tele-tv.com (Sam Mohan) 

Subject: [4767] Re: To buy or not to buy Wes Hayward's "Intro to RF Design" 
Message-ID: <293609A0.1755@tele-tv.com> 


I have so far received about 10 responses. 


A overwhelming majority of them suggest that buy the book only if I am sure that 
I can appreciate and use the thorough mathematical approach Wes Hayward employs 
throughout the book. Even though I was not dissuaded in the beginning, now I am! 
I am going to visit one of the local ham store and take a peek and make the 
final decision. 


U folks have been very helpful and forthcoming in your opinions. This group has 
never fail to amaze me! 


Thanks a lot! 


73 Sam N3UTM 
SMohan@Tele-TV.com 


Received: from entrpriz.tele-tv.com (entrpriz109.tele-tv.com) by 
iegate.tele-tv.com with SMTP 
(IMA Internet Exchange 2.0 Enterprise) id 2922EF70; Tue, 19 Nov 96 17:04:39 
-0500 
Received: from telegate.tele-tv.com by entrpriz.tele-tv.com (SMI-8.6/SMI-SVR4) 
id RAA14818; Tue, 19 Nov 1996 17:09:55 -0500 
Received: from quackerjack.cc.vt.edu by telegate.tele-tv.com (5.0/SMI-SVR4) 
id AA19202; Tue, 19 Nov 1996 17:09:54 -0500 
Received: from sable.cc.vt.edu (sable.cc.vt.edu [128.173.16.30]) by 
quackerjack.cc.vt.edu (8.7.1/8.7.1) with SMTP id RAA20151 for 
<SMohan@tele-tv.com>; Tue, 19 Nov 1996 17:09:53 -@500 (EST) 
Received: from [198.82.152.40] (pelt.ams.vt.edu [198.82.152.40]) by 
sable.cc.vt.edu (8.6.12/8.6.12) with SMTP id RAA23988 for <SMohan@tele-tv.com>; 
Tue, 19 Nov 1996 17:09:52 -0500 
X-Sender: pelt@mail.vt.edu 
Message-Id: <v01540b03aeb79a449209@[198.82.152.40]> 
Mime-Version: 1.0 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii" 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: pelt@vt.edu (Randy Pelt) 
Subject: To buy or not to buy Wes Hayward's "Intro to RF Design" Book 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: "L. B. Cebik" <cebik@utkux.utcc.utk.edu> 

Subject: [4783] Re: Vertical antenna question 

Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.94.961120172304 .24810C -100000@utkux4.utcc.utk.edu> 


On Wed, 20 Nov 1996, Michael A. Gipe wrote: 


> I see that a lot of people on the list are using GAP titan vertical 

> antennas. Are they any good? How do they compare to competitors such as 
> the Cushcraft R-7000? How do they compare to a plain old dipole up ata 
> decent height? 


Mike, 


I suspect that the R7000 is too new for anyone except a magazine to have 
performed side-by-side tests. I'll also assume that the R7000 overcomes 
the problem with traps going out that R-7 users experienced (but which 
were not experienced by R-5 users). 


I also suspect that the decision between an R7000 and a GAP should be made 
on the basis of mounting circumstances: which can you mount a. most 
securely, b. most in the clear, and c. most up? Many GAP models (I have 
used a VI for over 6 years) mount at the ground, are tall (VI=33'), and 
benefit from 1/8 to 3/16" dia. rope guys secured a short distance above 
the antenna center point--they can be brought out to elevated points, 
since they do not meet heavy loads, but keep the antenna from swaying 
radically. If ground or near ground mounted and children are present, RF 
burn security is wise--one fellow I know put a section of black plastic 
conduit (used to carry away water from house downspouts) over the lower 
section. I do not know the constraints of the R7000, but its weight 
loading in the wind will be higher due to the traps, but it is shorter and 
can possibly be mounted at roof-top level. 


As for the difference between these antennas and a dipole (at decent 
height), try the apples of short skip and the oranges of long skip. For 
the low bands, a dipole at less than 1/2 wavelength has its main lobe 
quite high in terms of elevation angle. This often works well with 
shorter skip paths. For longer paths that require angles from 20 degrees 
down, the vertical is better. It's overall gain at low angles may 
actually be better than that of a dipole (depends on dipole height in 
terms of a fraction of a wavelength). Even where less on the lower bands, 


the natural insensitivity to high angle radiation gives the longer path 
signals a better signal to noise ratio. 


Solution: if you have the space, and since a dipole will not cost much of 
anything (if you are considering a GAP or R7000 by comparison), have one 
of each. A center-fed dipole for 80 or 40--as high as you can get the 
thing--and fed with parallel feedline and an ATU makes a good 
all-band-from-the-one-cut-for-on-up antenna, with very useful short path 
possibilities on the low bands, while the vertical is useful for longer 
paths. All depends where the fox lives from week to week. On the upper 
bands, switching from one to the other can often make the difference of 
QSO vs. no-QSO, but on a less predictable basis. 


Hope these notes are useful, although quite incomplete. 
-73- 


LB, W4RNL 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 

From: Bill Acito 21-Nov-1996 0908 <acito@asdg.ENET.dec.com> 
Subject: [4815] Re: Vertical antenna question 

Message-ID: <9611211434.AA24955@usizrmc.bb.dec.com> 


Mike et al. 


I agree with LB's comments. In fact, LB gave me a lot of 
information, as well as Jess and Stuart and a few others on the 
list when I was thinking of buying mine. 


The Gap Titan is a nice overall antenna. I'm a renter, and 
fortunate enough to have a landlord that doesn't mind some 
antennas, but no beams. I recently put up a G5SRV and an auto 
antenna switch, so I have been doing a lot of A/B comparisons. 


My personal take on the Gap Titan (and your mileage will vary): 
80-10 plus WARC in one antenna... nice. Assembly ranks up there 
with a barbecue grill. Took me about three hours, alone, to put 


it together. 


20m and up, works very well. Although a tuner is not recommended, 


and usually not needed, I have had Gap tell me it's ok up to 
100w or so. It's very broad-banded on the higher bands, 
though. 

30m I think mine is a little deaf. I have talked to a few other 
owners who have commented the same, but I have not done an 
A/B test with a dipole 

40m Works very well, very broad banded. Depending on path length, 
it may or may not out-perform the G5RV. One fox I could only 
hear on the Titan, one I could only hear on the G5RV; about 
1 -2 s-units either way. 


75/80 The Gap is good for long haul, but very narrow bandwidth. 
Stations have to be at least 500-1000 miles out to be 
worked. The G5RV definitely does better here, especially 
for some of my local (<500 miles) sched activity on the 
weekends. 


I still have two unused PL259 plugs on my remote antenna 

switch, so I will be doing more experimentation over the 

winter. My current thought is a 75, 40, and 30m multiple inverted 
V in place of the G5RV to augment the Gap. 


Not sure how close you are to central Mass, but I could arrange 
a demo if you are interested. 


Regards, 


Bill 


: 3 . - I own my own words - 
Bill Acito 

acito@asdg.enet.dec.com 
Idjilglilt|a]1| Digital Equipment Corporation Hudson, MA 


W1PA qrp-ne qrp-l adv-rs arci norcal amsat-na arrl-life 
(ex kc1gs) 


From owner-qrp-l@Lehigh.EDU Thu Nov 21 09:54:47 1996 
From: "Frank G3YCC" <g3ycc@enterprise.net> 

Subject: [4760] Re: VFO construction 

Message-ID: <199611201813 .SAA25140@mail.enterprise.net> 


Re: capacitor in/outside of the box. 
Question 1: is the capacitor part of the frequency determining 
circuitry? 


Answer: yes 

Solution: then it must be enclosed WHERE PRACTICAL or it will be 
affected as any other such components. 

That's my reasoning for what it's worth... 

Bye 

72/3 

Frank G3YCC GQRP 042 QRP-L#348 

QRP Web pages: http://homepages.enterprise.net/g3ycc/ 


